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Academy for Lifelong Learning 
Board Meeting 

August 21,, 2013, 10 am  
School of Continuing Studies – Fireside Lounge 

 
Minutes 

 
Present: Evelyn Armour,  Marilyn Braaten, Dugal Campbell, Margrit, Eichler, Gary Griesdorf, 
Mariana Grinblat, Anthony Keith, Sue Kralik, Shirley Lewis, Marg Morriss, Carolyn Murray, Judith 
Schurek, Diane Smith Linda Tu, Nancy Walsh 
Regrets:  Fran Beer, Joan McCordic 
 
 
1. Tony Keith called the meeting to order at 10 am.  
 
2. Welcome – Nory Siberry – Executive Director, Development - SCS 

Apologies from Marilyn Booth, Executive Director, who has a previous engagement. 
Nory recalled that ALL and SCS had a historical partnership in the early days of 
Academy. Now she sees us collaborating in a common mandate to reach out to the over 
50 group – those who want credit courses and those who don’t. SCS is grateful for our 
continuing commitment to fund bursaries for deserving SCS students.  
 
The SCS focus at present is fundraising (beyond the university) for a new building to 
gather together under one roof their programs in OISE, the former University Women’s 
Club building and 158 St. George. They realize that we are looking for a bigger space as 
well, but Nory indicated that their resources are limited. 

 
3. Minutes of the Meeting of July 24, 2013 

Motion: To accept the minutes as read with one correction: 7.1 should be changed as follows: 
  7.1 Academy of Lifelong Learning is fragrance free 
  Joan McCordic asked that the web site post a notice that the Academy is a  

fragrance free environment. Workshop participants who are allergic to fragrance 
are asked to inform their workshop facilitators. Facilitators will then request that 
participants not wear fragrance to the workshop. 
 
Action: Tony will find out if Knox is going to adopt a similar policy for the 
whole building. 

    Moved: Tony Keith 
    Seconded: Judith Schurek 
    Carried: Unanimous 

   
4. Business arising 

4.1 Death of Meyer Brody – charter Academy member 
Motion: Send a letter of condolence to Meyer Brody’s wife, Mimi, and express 
appreciation for his contribution to Academy - particularly his support of the 
Economist Readers Workshop by providing a room in his condo for the group to 
meet in the summer months. 
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Moved: Linda Tu 
Seconded: Gary Griesdorf  
Carried – Unanimous 
Action: Carolyn Murray will send a card to Mimi Brody on behalf of the Board. 
 

4.2 Gift for Sandra McMahon, Knox Receptionist 
Motion: Eveleen Armour will purchase a $75.00 gift card from the University of 
Toronto Bookstore for Sandra McMahon and a card that Board members can sign to 
express their gratitude for all Sandra’s help over the past years. It will be left in the 
Academy mail box the week of Sept 17th to 25th.  
Moved: Carolyn Murray 
Seconded: Sue Kralik 
Carried - Unanimous 

 
4.3 PR program at the Toronto Reference Library 

Action: Eveleeen Armour will contact the librarian at the Deer Park Public Library to 
find out how the Academy can provide a sample Academy presentation as part of a 
Reference Library program. She will report back at the September meeting. 
 

4.4 Posting 2013 Constitutional Bylaw on our web site 
Action: Carolyn Murray will email the Bylaw as confirmed by Tony Keith to Margaret 
Robertson for posting on the web site. 

 
5. President’s Business 

5.1 Change of insurance brokers accomplished. 
Effective September 11, 2013 FCA will cover our liability insurance. They will send 
us a copy of their policy along with their premium invoice. Brokerlink, our 
previous insurer, has been notified of our decision to change brokers.   

 
5.2 TAN – Third Age Network Workshop  - Friday, October 4, 2013 

Action: Tony will arrange for two Academy members to go to with him and 
Sheilagh Hickey. Interested Board members should contact him. 
 

5.3 Board Confidentiality 
Board discussions are confidential. However, decisions taken by the Board should 
be supported and publicized by Board members. Approved minutes are posted on 
the website. Academy members may ask permission to bring an issue to the Board. 

 
5.4 Conflicts in Academy scheduling 

Tony noted that if activities are scheduled for the same time and date, it should be 
brought to the attention of the Board.  
Motion: Reschedule the April 23, 2014 Board Meeting from 10 am to 2 pm to 
prevent conflict with Spring Talk at 10 am.  
Moved: Dugal Campbell 
Seconded: Sue Kralik 
Carried: Unanimous 
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Action: Marilyn Braaten will email all the dates and times of our Board Meetings 
to Daniela at Knox College. Carolyn Murray will ask Margaret Robertson to 
correct the 2013-14 schedule on our web site. 
 

5.5 September Board Meeting – Wednesday, Sept. 25th 4 – 6 pm, Knox College, 
Room 5. 

 
6. Vice-President’s Business – Margrit Eichler – No report   
 
7. Past President’s Business – Joan McCordic – No report 

 
8. Secretaries’ Business – Carolyn Murray & Marilyn Braaten – No report 

 
9. Treasurer’s Report – Judith Schurek 

9.1 Pay Pal 
The question of reimbursements from Pay Pal for those who have dropped out of 
workshops was explained by Sue Kralik. Sue assured the Treasurer that Pay Pal will 
reimburse members within 60 days. 
 

9.2 Expense Forms for Board Members for approved expenses 
Board members who need more forms will request them from Judith Schurek. She will 
verify these claims with Tony Keith. 
 

9.3 Signing Authority for Board Officers 
The President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer will be authorized by 
the bank today as having signing authority. Gary Griesdorf suggested that the new 
officers for the 2014-15 Board be given signing authority by the June 2014 Board 
Meeting. 
 

9.4 Treasurer’s Report 
Motion: Approve the Operating Income and Expense Statement to July 31, 2014, 
Moved: Judith Schurek 
Seconded: Carolyn Murray 
Carried: Unanimous 

 
10.  Committee Reports 

10.1 Academy Talks – Eveleen Armour 
 10.1.1 The Board agreed to leave the decision as to whether or not to take the  

speakers to lunch up to the Chair and the committee. 
  

  10.1.2 Discount for those who attend six Spring Talks 
 Motion: Those who want to attend six Spring Talks will only be charged  

for five talks. – i.e. $50 instead of $60. Proof of payment will be given out. 
Moved: Linda Tu 
Seconded: Eveleen Armour 
Carried: Unanimous 
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 10.1.3 Fall Forums 
  Tony Keith encouraged Board members to attend the forums 
 
 
 

10.2 Communications Committee- Marg Morriss 
 10.2.1 August Newsletter mailed 
  The remaining newsletters will be online as approved by the Board.  

Members are encouraged to use the web site to respond to newsletter 
articles. “Fossmail” notices to members will continue to be sent this year.  
 

10.2.2 Responsibility for promotional activites 
Marg noted the Vade Mecum says that the Communications Committee 
should “promote the Academy within the University and the community 
at large.” After some discussion, it was agreed that this statement is too 
broad and that this committee should be focused on internal 
communication.  
 
Action: Sue Kralik suggested that the Committee Chairs should re-visit 
their mandates in the Vade Mecum for their committee and come back to 
the board with suggestions for modifications, corrections and additions. 
 

 10.3 Curriculum Committee – Nancy Walsh 
10.3.1 Workshop and Facilitators Feedback forms 

   Workshop evaluation forms are almost ready. Committee will refine the  
Facilitator’s Feedback form at the Oct. 4th meeting. 
 

  10.3.2 Workshop Participants 
   Adjustments are still being made to the membership of workshops 
 
  10.3.3 Economist Readers – Two sections meeting at the same time? 

 There was considerable discussion of Linda Tu’s recommendation that  
two groups of the 35 registered and wait-listed Economist Readers be 
allowed to meet simultaneously at Knox College and the Faculty Club on 
Thursdays at 10 am.  
 
The board agreed not to make a decision at this meeting.  A motion 
made by Dugal Campbell to allow the two sections to meet - pending 
investigation into the practical implications of this decision was tabled. It 
was agreed that further research into the implications of this change in 
policy was needed before deciding whether to go ahead or not.  
 
Linda Tu announced that in the meantime a second section will meet in 
the Faculty Club pub in September – as did a smaller group in the 
summer.  
 

10.3.4 AV sessions for presenters and facilitators  
August sessions went well. September sessions to start after Labour Day. 
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10.3.5 Thanks 

Thanks to Dugal Campbell for his extra work when I was incapacitated. 
And thanks also for all the kind cards, calls and help from Academy 
members. 
 

10.4 Membership Committee – Sue Kralik 
10.4.1  Membership Update 

There are 355 registered members: with 318 continuing, 33 new and 4 
associate members. 28 registrants remain on the waiting lists. 14 have not 
yet chosen their fourth workshop.  

 
After August 1, members on WLs for workshops with spaces for new 
members only were placed as numbers permitted. Fourth choice 
placements in workshops with spaces available for new members only 
were completed after all the WL members were accommodated. 
 

10.4.2 Class Lists and Attendance Sheets 
The committee will prepare lists and attendance sheets by early 
September when the numbers stabilize,. 

 
10.5 Special Events Committee – Mariana Grinblat  

10.5.1 Pot Luck Picnic on the Island – July 24, 2014 
Thirty-five people attended the Island Picnic. The weather was good and 
people had lots of goodies to share, especially desserts without calories.  
 

10.5.2 Planning for fall events on Thursday, September 5th 
This meeting will be held at Mariana’s house. Tony Keith will attend. 
Arrangements will be made for the fall events: 
Sunday, September 15 – Potluck picnic at Nancy O’Connor’s Farm 
Sunday, October 20th – Fall Colours Walk at Crawford Lake 
 

11. Sue Kralik moved to adjourn.  
 
 
The next meeting of the Board will be on September 25, 2013 at 4 pm in Knox 
College, Room 5.   
 
 


