
ACADEMY FOR LIFELONG LEARNING  

BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

March 20, 2008, 10:00 am, Room 5, Knox College 

Present:           Lisa Avedon, David Brodie, Dugal Campbell, Betty Ann Crosbie, 

Sigrid Feser, Pat Forrest, Helena Hallett, Sheilagh Hickie, Edith Howard, Leah 

Lambert, Julia Matthews, Karen Melville, Don Nicol, Audrey Swail, Debrah Weiss 

Regrets:           Tony Keith, Han Spoel 

1.         Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Dugal. 

2.         Review minutes of Board meeting of February 15, 2008 

Dugal then called for a motion to accept the minutes of February. Betty Ann pointed 

out that the sentence concerning the planning of next years’ talks is inaccurate and 

should be omitted. Sigrid put the motion that the amended minutes be accepted. 

Seconded by Betty Ann. Motion approved. 

3.         Business arising from the minutes 

There was no business arising. Due to the large amount of business to be conducted, 

Dugal suggested that the order of business be amended to deal first with the 

Treasurer’s Report, followed by the items dealing with the Members’ Handbook. All 

in favour. 

1. Treasurer’s report – Sigrid 

2. February Report 

The Treasurer’s Report as of February 28, 2008 was distributed. We are still on track 

to meet our budget for the year. Bank balances now total $58,100. 

1. Budget 2008-9 

The proposed Budget was based on a fee increased to $155, and an unchanged rent 

from Knox. 

After discussion, the budgeted expense for the New Members’ Reception was reduced 

from $1,000 to $250, as there will not be a reception but Special Events will be 

making some expenditure. 

Sheilagh moved that the Budget be modified to increase the fee by $10 to $160, and 

that a new account be established for a reserve. $25,000 of the bank balance should be 



allocated immediately to the new fund and $5 per member annually at Registration. 

Seconded by Audrey and passed. 

1. Members’ Handbook 

2. Curriculum Committee – Don 

The workshop descriptions and the two-week timetable chart were distributed. The 

motion was put and seconded by Don/Julia to accept the documents as submitted. 

Passed. 

1. Communications Committee – Julia 

The introductory pages of the Handbook had been distributed by e-mail. There were 

several suggestions made regarding the wording of various sections including the 

Mission statement. The motion was put and seconded by Sheilagh/Karen that the 

comments be taken to the committee and modifications made in their discretion. 

Passed. 

1. Membership Committee – Debrah 

The proposed format of the Membership Form had been distributed by e-mail. It was 

well received. The motion was put by Debrah/Karen to accept the form. Passed. 

6.         President’s business – Dugal 

1. Letter from members regarding new Registration Process 

Dugal distributed copies of a letter from twenty members objecting to the new 

Registration process, as described in the February Newsletter, and copies of his reply. 

The Board felt that Dugal had adequately responded to the points raised and that no 

further action is needed. 

1. Victoria Bursary 

A one-page summary of the history of the Bursary written by Dugal was distributed to 

the Board for consideration. At our next meeting we must decide whether to continue, 

modify or cease with our contributions. It may be more appropriate to strengthen our 

ties to SCS or Knox. 

1. Contribution to Knox 

We have received from Knox the requested wish list of equipment. Last year we 

contributed another laptop and projector. Knox’s topmost wish is for money to assist 



their students to buy laptops. 

Edith asked why we do more than pay rent. Perhaps it would be more appropriate to 

support another organization, such as one doing gerontology research. 

7.         Vice-president’s business – Sheilagh 

The report of the Long Range Planning Advisory Committee (LRPAC) was 

distributed at the last meeting, for consideration at this meeting. 

David asked if there has been any further research into finding alternative space. 

Leah, Ralph Garber, Dugal and Sheilagh met with Elizabeth Sisam, the Assistant Vice 

President of Campus and Facilities Planning at the University. 

Leah expressed admiration for the work that the LRPAC had done. It was completely 

in keeping with the hopes of the Executive when the committee was formed. 

The motion was put by Sheilagh/Julia to accept the report of the LRPAC and to ask 

them to move ahead with the issues identified. Passed. 

8.         Secretaries’ business  

            David – A very preliminary version of next year’s Schedule had been 

distributed by e-mail. One correction to it is the elimination of the New Members’ 

Reception. The first and last days of classes in each term are to be taken as fixed, but 

committees are to examine all other dates for appropriateness. Even the timing of 

Board meetings may change as room availability is determined. 

            Helena – Helena will be absent from May 26 to April 7. Madeline will 

respond to phone messages and David will respond to room requests. 

9.         Committee reports 

1. Special Events Committee – Audrey 

The Spring Luncheon at the Faculty Club was a success. A note of thanks has been 

sent to all personnel at the Club who assisted the committee. 

1. Curriculum Committee – Don 

There will be five new members in the committee next year and five members are 

retiring. 

At 12:00 noon the meeting was abruptly adjourned, as the room was needed for the 

scheduled workshop. 

Next meeting – April 18, 2007, at Knox College, Room 5. 

  



 


