
Academy for Lifelong Learning 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Friday, October 23rd, 2009, 10:00 a.m. Knox College, Room # 5 

Present: Christie Bentham, Jeanette Clark, Ellen Edmonds, Michael Foss, Ralph 

Garber, Sheilagh Hickie, Sandra Hoshooley, Linda Lockyer, Brigid O’Reilly, Wilma 

Spence, Gwyneth Sutherland, Sandra Walsh, Corinne Wilks, Doug Wilson. 

Guest: Carol Farkas 

Regrets: Joan McCordic, Ann Mummenhoff 

1. Meeting Called to Order by the President. 

2. Minutes of September 23rd, 2009. Acceptance of the minutes moved by Gwyneth 

Sutherland, seconded by Corinne Wilks. Carried. 

3. Business Arising The Vice – President asked the Treasurer to get in touch with 

Josie Szczasiuk regarding the Vade Mecum. 

4. President’s Business  

The President reported that the ad hoc IT advisory group has been established. The 

members are: Harvey Coleman, Sharon Harris, David Kister and Eugene Vayda. Their 

recommendations are forthcoming. 

5. Vice-President’s Business 

a) Sandra Walsh reported from The Long Range Planning committee. The members  

discussed the Board’s mandate to attempt developing representative ethnicity among 

our  

members and concerns about how to market our membership. An ad hoc committee 

to  

deal with the up-coming 20th anniversary of the ALL will be formed. 

b) A meeting with the Ontario Seniors’ Secretariat will take place on November 18th 

and  

afterwards a talk will be given by The Honourable Senator Terry Mercer on the 

subject of the Recent Senate Report on Canada’s Aging Population: Seizing the 

Opportunity. 

c) Sandra reported that the Vade Mecum is being updated by Sandra herself and Josie  

Szczasiuk. Sandra reminded the committee chairs who have not yet responded 



regarding changes to the content of the Vade Mecum to do so. 

 

An issue that arose during this work was that of the position of the Archivist. Should 

it be combined with that of the Assistant Secretary? The present archivist may step 

down. To be discussed further, and a job description for the Archivist to be 

established. 

6. Past President’s Business 

a) Sandra Walsh and Sheilagh Hickie attended a meeting of the Seniors Learning 

Group. In  

Attendance were : Academy, Georgian Triangle (Collingwood), Learning Limited 

(Etobicoke), L.I.F.E. Institute (Ryerson), Living and Learning in Retirement (Glendon 

College), Prime Time Learning (Chang School at Ryerson), The Ulyssean Society and 

U of T Senior Alumni .Later Life Learning (Innes) was not present. Two new groups 

have joined (Georgian Triangle and The Etobicoke group). The groups spent some 

time comparing philosophies as well as administrative problems. The y discussed the 

future of the groups and expressed the hope to work with the Ontario Seniors 

Secretariat. Diane Varga of the Secretariat will be invited to the next meeting. It is 

also the hope of the group to have a website and a newsletter on seniors learning in 

Ontario and eventually, a conference. The help of the Secretariat will be needed to 

fulfill this. 

A seniors learning conference will take place in New York in June next year. Sheilagh 

has sent for details. 

b) Sheilagh Hickie and Madeline Grant, the Archivist, have been looking into the 

status of  

our technical equipment. The Academy owns some of it and some is jointly owned 

with Knox College. Some is insured by Knox and some is covered by our insurance.  

 

Depending on the cost of the insurance, Sheilagh suggested that we insure our 

equipment ourselves and continue (as we have been doing) to repair and replace it as 

we need. This would confirm that we own the equipment if and when we have to 

vacate Knox. We can advise them that we are insuring it and that we expect it to be 

stored in the summer. Sheilagh further advised that ALL needs to find additional 

people with technical expertise. 

A discussion followed about the lack of knowledge about our electronic equipment by 

most members. It was suggested that a note be attached to the equipment to remind 

the users to check the instructions before using the machines. It was also suggested 

that a special session on the use of our equipment for facilitators, in connection with 

the Facilitators Forum or as a separate event, might be helpful. 



7) Secretaries’ Business 

 

Jeanette Clark Reminded the Board members of the next mailing on Monday,  

November 9th at 11:00 a.m. in room # 205 at Emmanuel College (note room change).  

Committees that will be sending out material with this mailing are urged to send  

members to help with the stuffing of envelopes. Please let Jeanette know if you can 

help. 

Jeanette asked for moneys for gifts to staff members at Knox and Victoria Colleges.  

Granted. 

8) Treasurer’s Report  

 

The Treasurer showed the Board a copy of the financial report and said it would be 

made available to the Board members. Gwen then reported on our insurance .She will  

present a written clarification at the next Board meeting.  

9) Committee Reports 

 

Membership Committee 

a) Sandra H. distributed the ALL List of members for 2009-2010 as of October 13th, 

2009 - 

for the use of Board members only. 

b) The dates for the Work Session on the Registration Process have been set on two  

consecutive Fridays, from 2-5 p.m. on November 27th and December 4th. The first 

session  

will be spent on identifying the issues and the second on developing 

recommendations. 

c) A Task List template has been developed, and Sandra will send a blank template to 

each  

committee chair for discussion at the next Board meeting. 

 

Academy Talks 

 

a) Doug Wilson reported that the Spring Talks list of speakers is ready, but there are 

still  

some speakers who have to confirm their commitment. The contract with Innes 



College  

has been negotiated, but awaits signature. 

b) Corinne Wilks reported from the Forum division of the Academy Talks that the 

second  

Forum event of the season, Classical and Jazz: Not Such Strange Bedfellows, had the 

largest attendance ever. 

The committee is continuing to keep a balance between speakers from the Academy 

and  

Speakers from outside. 

A suggestion was made to make sure that pictures are taken at all these events. 

Communications Committee 

a) The newsletter, for the first time printed at the Victoria College Print shop, will be 

ready  

to go out with the flyers for the Holiday Lunch, the Winter Forums and a 

questionnaire from the Special Events Committee. 

Extra copies will not be printed because it was decided by the Board last year to send 

prospective members two editions only, February (Spring Talks flyers) and May 

(Calendar). 

b) Problems and concerns with respect to the preparation of the 2010 Calendar are 

being 

reviewed with members of the newly established IT Advisory Group.  

 

c) The Academy photo database has been moved to our server, and it is now 

accessible to  

members for uploading and downloading photographs. 

c) Bridgid O’Reilly asked that items to be placed on the Bulletin Board in the 

Common  

Room at Knox be cleared by the Communications Committee. After discussion, it was 

agreed that the established committees of the ALL did not have to go through this 

procedure as long as only items relevant to ALL business be placed on the board. All 

flyers with non - Academy information must be checked by the committee and should 

be placed in a designated area. 

Curriculum Committee 



a) Christie Bentham reported that a sub-committee has begun preparations for the 

annual  

evaluation packages which will be distributed to facilitators in November. 

b) The workshop on Social Entrepreneurship will be discontinued in January due to 

small  

numbers. Room # 1 in week 1 from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. will then be available for 

meetings. 

 

c) Notices will be posted in mid-November asking members for suggestions for new 

work- 

shops for next year. 

d) The roles of the Curriculum Committee and the Membership Committee will be 

discussed between the two committees to seek a clarification in order to avoid future 

confusion among some ALL members.  

Special Events Committee 

a) Michael Foss reported that a questionnaire from the Special Events Committee will 

be  

included in the November mailing. Members will be asked to comment on the events 

arranged through the year by the committee. 

b) The committee hopes in the future to e – mail an “Events Newsletter” to advise 

members 

of non-Academy events. 

c) The arrangements for the Holiday Lunchon, December 11th, 2009, are under way. 

The  

committee asked for guidance regarding the ticket price for this event, because last 

year’s price will not cover the cost of the luncheon. Should the price be set higher or 

will the ALL subsidize the event? The Board recommended that the committee review 

the economics of this event with a view to setting a policy. The amount of subsidy 

paid by the academy should be reduced, and increasing the fee for admission should 

be considered by the committee. The board appreciated the shortness of time needed 

to make this decision, but understood that all the facts were available to the 

committee. 

The entertainment for the Holiday Event are under discussion. 



d) The committee asked to have its role in the planning of the events for the 

Anniversary  

of ALL in 2010 clarified. 

 

e) The position as assistant Chair for the Special Events Committee has not yet been 

filled. 

10. Other Business None 

11. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Corinne Wilks, seconded by Gwyn  

Sutherland. Carried. 

Next Meeting: Friday, November 20th, 2009 at Knox College, Room 5, 10:00 

a.m.  

 

 

 

 

  

 


