
Academy for Lifelong Learning 
Board Meeting-Minutes 

Friday, September 24th 2010, Knox College, Room 5  10a.m. - 12 
noon 

  

Present: Christie Bentham, Barbara Chipman, Jeanette Clark, Gabriele Dankert, Elizabeth Feltes, 
Ralph Garber, Laura Hill, Bill Holt, Linda Lockyer, Brigid O’Reilly, Jim Pike,Wilma Spence, Sandra 
Walsh, Debrah Weiss, Corinne Wilks 

Regrets: Gillian Long 
               Sharon Harris(workshop ) 

1. Meeting Called to Order  by the President Sandra Walsh 

2. Minutes of Board Meeting for August 13th : 
 Motion to accept the minutes: Elizabeth  Feltes 
 Seconded :Corinne Wilks 
 Carried. 

3.Business Arising: None 

4.President’s Business: 

Calendar 
The president congratulated the Anniversary Committee and all involved in making the Anniversary 
Calendar. There has been very positive feedback from many recipients within and outside of the 
Academy. 
Charity 
After receiving legal advice, the President reported that the Academy could not in its present form 
,meet the requirements to be registered as a charity. 
SCS Bursaries 
The president read letters of thanks received from recipients of the Academy Bursaries,The four 
shared the total amount  of $2000 awarded for 2010 . 
Security 
Facilitators have been requested to place remote controls for AV materials in the mailboxes in the 
classrooms. 
Facilitators are to ask the receptionist to lock classroom doors at 4 pm after classes are finished. 
Accessibility 
The President’s letter to Knox  requesting some action on the matter of ramp access to the 
classrooms has not so far met with a response. 

5.Vice – President’s Business: 

The Anniversary Calendar has been mailed to all members and other interested parties. Feedback 
has been positive. The VP reported some minor errors, and there was a request that Jewish and other 
religious holidays be included in future publications. Academy Events should be scheduled, when 
possible, to avoid these dates. 



There was a request from Eleanor Burke, a Founder, that the support, help and space provided by 
University College to the nascent Academy be especially acknowledged during this Anniversary year 

The new logo is now on the website. 

Committee Members for the Long Range Planning Group are: Peter Steiner, Tony Keith and Karen 
Melville. One other member has yet to be confirmed. 

The Vice-President and Sheilagh Hickie will attend a Third Age Network meeting concerning 
Lifelong Learning, in October. 

6. Past President’s Business: 

The Past President reported that the Nominating Committee’s outreach work was proceeding as 
usual. 

7.Secretaries’ Business 

The assistant secretary reminded the Chairs of the rooms available for meetings due to workshop 
cancellations. Bookings for these rooms should still be made through the assistant secretary. 

8.Treasurer’s Report: 

The treasurer reported that income from members totalled $53,850.65 
 20 members paid by Paypal, a total of $3217.50 of which $76.79 was lost to Paypal fees  
There was a question about Knox’s billing procedures. The treasurer will attempt to clarify these. 

9.Committee reports: 

 a) Academy Talks: 

The Chair, Corinne Wilks reported that the first forum and reception for new members had gone 
well, except for the sound system in the Chapel which is poor enough to preclude future events in 
this space.12 new members out of a possible 47 attended this first Academy event of the year, and 
discussion centred around this perennial problem, which was addressed again later in the report of 
the Membership Committee. 
All Spring Talks and Forums for the year have already been arranged. 
b) Communications Committee: 

Along with the work of producing November’s Newsletter, the Committee has been involved in 
discussions about the ways in which the Academy can gradually move to 
more electronic communication, while keeping in mind those members who do not communicate 
online. 

Production of the Calendar for 2011-2012 will follow last year’s arrangements, with Joan McCordic 
as project manager working in collaboration with the Curriculum and Membership committees, the 
Board and finally, Josie. 

Brigid reported on a productive meeting with Marie Ainey of Knox College, exploring ways of sharing 
information. The first step will be an article in the November newsletter about Sandy Macpherson, a 
past President of the Academy and the current President of the Knox College Former Residents’ 



Association. 
Gillian Long has the publicity schedule for the year under control. 

c) Curriculum Committee: 

Topics under discussion for the 9 members of this committee at its first meeting in September 
included Evaluations,t he Facilitators’ Forum,AV Training and the formulation of a policy statement. 
Two sub-committees were set up to handle Evaluation and the Facilitators’ Forum. 
AV training is underway, with more sessions to come if the demand warrants them. 
There was some discussion around the possible hiring of an AV technician to help in workshops, but 
no conclusion was reached. 
The venue for the Facilitators’ Forum will be arranged when the location for the Volunteer Luncheon 
has been confirmed. 
The committee presented to the Board a policy statement formulated in response to a complaint 
about workshop scheduling. With minor amendments, this statement was approved by the Board. It 
will be published in full in the minutes of the October Board meeting and will then be inserted into 
the Vade Mecum on the website. 

d) Membership Committee: 

The Membership Chair, Wilma Spence reported that registration this year had gone well, with the 
task of assigning members to heavily subscribed workshops made easier by the work done last year 
to ensure fairness  of access . 

In discussion following evaluation of online registration this year, the committee looked at other 
ways in which the internet might be used to communicate and share information with members, 
recognizing the pervasiveness of Internet transactions and the need to reassess the Academy’s ‘ways 
of doing things’ while reducing print, mailing and labour costs. 

The president introduced a member’s suggestion that there be  two types  of membership. One would 
be for Forums and Spring Talks. This was considered to be at odds with the purpose of the Academy, 
and for this and other reasons the idea was rejected by the Board 

The reception for new members, with catering arranged for 100, drew only 12 out of 47 new 
members. Following a discussion about the rising costs of catering and the waste involved in this 
event, the Board agreed to abandon this opening reception next year, and to institute the ‘buddy 
system’  with a welcoming card for new members at the first workshops. 

e) Special Events: 

Barbara Chipman reported that Fall events so far this year have been successful, but that perhaps 
more could be done to attract more members to the O’Connor Farm next year. 
Date change to avoid Jewish Holidays might help if this is acceptable to Nancy. 
Arrangements for the 20th Anniversary Luncheon at The University Club of Toronto are proceeding 
with discussion of possible speakers or other entertainment. 
Barbara is looking into the possibility of the Ontario Legislature restaurant as a venue for the 
Volunteer Luncheon. 
The Facilitators’ Forum will be arranged to fit as well as possible with the luncheon venue. 

10.Other Business: 



 The President is looking into the possibility of applying  for funding offered to Seniors’ organizations 
by the Federal Government, intended among other things, to help with costs associated with the 
replacement of equipment.It was suggested that the application might include the cost of a long -
awaited ramp for Knox. 

Gabriele Dankert offered to report back to the Board her experience at a course given by Ryerson Life 
Institute as a comparison with the Academy format. 

11.Adjournment 

There being no other business , there was a motion to adjourn. 
Moved by Jim Pike 
Seconded by Wilma Spence 
Carried. 

 


