
TOPICS: Reflections on Reading

1.A.  Welcome
1. B. Personal Reflections on Reading (group discussion): What was your favourite book growing
up? What book changed your mind? What book do you reread? What book would you never read
again?

2.A. History of Reading: How did we get from the earliest texts, which were generally heard rather
than seen, to today (8 out of 10 Canadians read an average of 12 books a year)?
2.B. What We Read: What kinds of books are we reading? How did the novel become the most
popular form of books?

3. Benefits of Reading: What are the benefits of reading?
A. Does reading make you more intelligent?
B. Does reading make you a better person?

4.A. Literary Fiction: What is literary fiction? How is it determined? Is it a legitimate classification?
4.B. Popular/Genre Fiction (crime, fantasy, romance, fantasy, sci fi, graphic novels): Can it be said
that popular/genre fiction is inferior to literary fiction? Who is reading the different genres?

5. A. The Literary Canon: What is the canon? Who determines it? Does it have value,
notwithstanding its domination by dead, white, western men?
5. B. The Classics: What makes a classic? Are there any late 20th, early 21st century books that we
think will be classics in a hundred years?

6. A. Books for Children: How has children’s literature evolved and how does that evolution reflect
the times and changing views of childhood? Should books that are outdated or contain offensive
content be changed in new editions?
6. B. Books We Read as Children: What was our reading experience as children? What impact did
books have on us? Are there any particular books that had a long-lasting impact on you?

7. A. A Lifetime of Reading: Does reading change over our lifetimes?
7. B. Gender: What are the differences in how and what men and women read? Has this changed
over time?

8. A. Reading Formats: How does the format of the book (physical book, audiobook, ebook) make a
difference in our reading experience?
8. B. Book Clubs: Why are they so popular? What impact have book clubs had on what books are
read and how they are read?

9. A. Reading in Translation: Can we truly understand a book that is translated and that is about
another culture? How can we assess if a translation is “good” and if what we’re reading reflects the
author or the translator?
9. B. Memoirs: Why have memoirs by “ordinary people” become so popular? What does that say
about us?



10. A. Literary Prizes: Do literary prizes have a legitimate role? Do they just confirm the status quo?
Do they award merit or are they political? Is it even possible to award the “best international book”
or the “best international author”? Are literary prizes changing?
10. B. Literary criticism: What value is there in literary criticism? What kind of impact does it have
on readers beyond the halls of academia?

11. A. Books as objects: What purposes can books serve beyond reading?
11. B. Books and reading as depicted in Art: What do artistic images of books and reading tell us
about their cultural significance?

12. A. The Future of Reading: What is the future of reading in the Internet age?
12. B. Wrap-up


