
THE DAWN OF EVERYTHING 

Workshop Notes 

The following are ideas for presentation topics, based on the ideas presented by the authors in 

The Dawn of Everything. Participants may choose a topic from the list or select another topic 

from within the book which interests them.  

We would like the presentations to roughly follow the order of the chapters of the book 

(Chapters 1-7 in the first half of the Academy year, and Chapters 8-12 plus Overall topics in the 

second half of the Academy year).  

Chapter 1: 

• What are some of the interpretations of social history presented in the book? (Rosseau, Hobbes, 
Pinker, Diamond, Fukuyama) 

• Are Hierarchies in society inevitable? (argue for (Rosseau, Hobbes, Pinker, Diamond, Fukuyama) 
or against (Graeber/Wengrow)) 

• How has our understanding of history been based on myth and conjecture? 

• Have our systems been the result of conscious choice or the inevitable effects of our 
circumstances? 

 
Chapter 2: 

• What were some of the principles of indigenous culture, in comparison to European culture at 
the time and current Canadian culture? What aspects that are not part of current Canadian 
culture would you like to see incorporated? 

• What are some theories of social evolution and how population growth impacted social 
evolution. How do these theories control our cultural narrative? 

 
Chapter 3: 

• How does our discovery of paleolithic cities, such as Göbekli Tepe, and other paleolithic 
monumental works alter our understanding of early human cities and societies.  

• What is the “Sapient Paradox” and what evidence is presented by the authors to refute it?  
 
Chapter 4: 

• What is the problem with trying to define “equality” or “egalitarian societies”? What are some 
of the different principles and examples of “egalitarian society” provided by the authors?  

• What were the findings at Poverty Point in Louisiana and what do they tell us about early North 
American indigenous cultures? 

• What link do the authors suggest between “property” and “the sacred” and “freedom”, and 
what are the implications for how modern societies work? 

 
Chapter 5: 

• What is the ‘shatter zone’ of northern California and the schismogenetic process which played 
out on the North American west coast. 

• What are the various modes of domination as seen from an evaluation of North American west 
coast cultures. Is social structure a matter of choice? 

 



 
Chapter 6: 

• Was farming a revolution in a particular point in time? How did farming start and what was the 
impact on human society? 

 
Chapter 7: 

• The authors state that farming was not the first step towards our current hierarchical society. 
Present arguments for or against this. 

 
Chapter 8: 

• What is known/postulated about the mega-cities of the Ukraine and their culture/society? 

• What is known/postulated about the early Mesopotamian cities and their culture/society? 

• What is known/postulated about early Indus cities and their culture/society? 

• What is known/postulated about early Chinese cities and their culture/society? 
 
Chapter 9: 

• What is known/postulated about the city of Teotihuacan and its culture/society? 

• What is the evidence for a democratic government in Tlaxcala and how did the European 
colonial narrative overwrite it? 

 
Chapter 10: 

• What are the three political forms defined in the book (sovereignty, administration, charismatic 
competition) and how were some Early States created using one or more of them? 

o Egypt (First Dynasty, Predynastic and Proto-dynastic), Mesopotamia,  
o The Americas (Chavín de Huántar, Incas, Mayas, Olmecs, Natchez) 
o China (Shang) 

• Why is Crete considered to be an anomalous example of an early state? What other anomalous 
examples of early states exist? 

 
Chapter 11: 

• What are the various stages of development defining the evolution of civilization and the 
evidence that supports and debunks these distinct stages of development? 

• How did the examples of Hopewell and Cahokia impact North American indigenous societies? 
How did this history support the Indigenous critique of European society? 

 
Chapter 12: 

• The authors argue that social creativity and play had more of a role in human development than 
technological creativity. Argue for or against this reasoning. 

• The authors argue that the nexus between external violence (war), internal care (patriarchal 
hierarchies) and the “sacred” mark the point where everything got confused and we became 
stuck in one mode of social arrangements. Argue for or against this reasoning. 

 
Overall: 

• The authors assert that the key question is not “What are the origins of social inequality?” but 
“How did we get stuck in one mode of social arrangements?” Do you accept that we are stuck? 
Do you think humanity can shift from the current hierarchical structure that predominates in so 
much of the world? 



 

• The fundamental forms of freedom as defined by the authors are: the freedom to move, the 
freedom to disobey orders, the freedom to reorganize social realities. How do these freedoms 
manifest (or not) in current free societies? 

 

• The fundamental forms of domination as defined by the authors are: control of violence, control 
of information and individual charisma. How do these forms of dominance manifest (or not) in 
current societies? 

 

• The authors indicate that many parts of our current society/culture used to be seasonal roles or 
activities, or “play” roles or activities, in early and indigenous societies. Examples include 
farming, leadership roles, competitive games. How did those seasonal or play roles or activities 
exist, how did they transition into permanent roles or activities and what were the ramifications 
for our current societies? 

 
 
Additional Resources – Many of the references in Bibliography section of The Dawn of Everything are 
not readily accessible to the public. The following links may be helpful in accessing additional 
information for your presentation to supplement the information contained within the book. 
 
Wikipedia - always a good starting point when looking for information 

https://www.wikipedia.org 
 
Directory of open journals and articles   

https://doaj.org/ 

Website that lists places that aggregate open access 

https://openaccessbutton.org/ 

 

Mutual Aid by Peter Kropotkin (related book describing how successful the Craft and worker Guilds in 

the European Medieval cities were. They cared for and supported their workers; set high standard for 

quality, led to great commercial success, and resisted the plundering of the powerful armed nobility.)  

 

https://www.wikipedia.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://openaccessbutton.org/

