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COURSE OVERVIEW 

 Inquiry – based approach: 

The aim of this course is to probe the multiplicity and distinctiveness of Quebec today. We hope, 

through an inquiry-based approach, to raise as many questions as answers and ultimately 

rekindle our curiosities about our fascinating neighbour province. Our approach will be 

respectful and balanced, and will draw on participants’ interests, as we attempt to understand 

Quebec. 

To undertake this collective endeavour we are suggesting some of the following ideas for our 

inquiry-based approach: 

1. Participants are asked to research, prepare a presentation, present key probing questions and 

lead the discussion on their chosen theme/topic. Rather than a typical 20 minute Academy 

presentation, we request that presenters prepare a shorter background piece of 

approximately 10 minutes, followed by a presenter-led discussion delving into the salient 

questions posed by the presenters and group. 

2. A commitment from participants to engage in pre-reading as suggested by the presenters or 

Facilitators. 

3. Participants have a desire to seek out current news and views about Quebec through a 

variety of media.  

4. The Facilitators will bring in outside resources/speakers when appropriate  

Key readings: 

Taras Grescoe, Sacré Blues : An unsentimental journey through Quebec (2000)  Toronto 

Public Library has 8 copies. 971.4 GRE 

Jean-Marc Léger, Jacques Nantel, Pierre Duhamel, Cracking the Quebec Code : The 7 keys 

to understanding Quebecers ((2016). (TPL 3 copies)  Updated and translated into French as 

Le code Québec : les sept différences qui font de nous un peuple unique au monde 

(2021)(TPL 4 copies) 

Background Reading on Quebec: a few selections 

Cook, Ramsay, Watching Quebec: Selected Essays, 2003  A distinguished English 

Canadian historian of Quebec (1931- 2016) who sought to explain French Canada to 

English Canadians.   TPL 971.4 
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 Mann,  Susan, Dream of Nation : A Social and Intellectual History of Quebec (2002 

edition). A distinguished feminist historian of Quebec and Canada.     TPL 971.4 

Proulx, Marie-Hélène, « Reconciling Montreal and Quebec » (  https://lactualite-

com.translate.goog/societe/reconcilier-montreal-et-le-quebec/? ) English translation of an 

excellent overview of the political, economic and cultural differences between Montreal 

and the rest of Quebec, published in L’actualité, November, 2021 

The Canadian Encyclopedia https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca: An excellent 

source on specific topics. See for example:  

Bouchard-Taylor Commission on Reasonable Accommodation in Quebec (2007-2008) 

Quebec Immigration Policy 

Quebec Language Policy 

Quebec as a Distinct Society 

Francophone Nationalism in Quebec (and see NFB list of films, end of article) 

Individual artists, cultural figures, etc 

Voices of Quebec  -  Journalists:  Who do we read/listen to? What are they saying about 

Quebec?  A few names to look up: 

Chantal Hébert (Toronto Star, CBC, L’Actualité) 

Eric Andrew-Gee (Globe and Mail) 

Konrad Yakabuski (Globe and Mail). 

Josh Freed, Gazette (formerly Montreal Gazette).  

André Pratte :  (a former senior journalist at La Presse (nearly 40 years), author on 

history,  media and politics,  and Canadian senator (2016 to 2019), currently a principal at 

the advisory firm Navigator in Montreal. Pratte comments frequently on Quebec politics 

in the National Post. 

 

French Language tips for those interested: (Note: Although speaking French is not required 

for this workshop, you may wish to use this as an opportunity to “ tune up” your French 

language skills.) 

Guy Bertrand, linguist on CBC/Radio Canada: “Chronique linguistique” videos 

and short radio interviews on French expressions 

Jean-Benoit Nadeau, (b 1964) is a Quebec-based author, journalist, and lecturer,  regular 

columnist in L actualité, and author of several books on French, as well as numerous 

articles (in both languages). Author of The Story of French with  his wife, Julie Barlow, 
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The Bonjour Effect and Sixty Million Frenchmen Can't Be Wrong, also with Julie 

Barlow. 

 

And if you want to follow the most-watched weekly TV talk show (culture, politics, sports)  

in Quebec (in French):  

“Tout le monde en parle »  on Ici Radio-Canada- Télé  (Sunday nights at 8 pm )  

https://ici.radio-canada.ca/tele/tout-le-monde-en-parle/site 
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