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Academy for Lifelong Learning 
Board Meeting 

December 11, 2013, 4 pm  
Knox College Room 5 

 
Minutes 

 
Present: Eveleen Armour, Marilyn Braaten, Dugal Campbell, Gary Griesdorf, Mariana Grinblat, 
Anthony Keith, Shirley Lewis, Joan McCordic, Marg Morriss, Carolyn Murray, Judith Schurek, 
Diane Smith, Linda Tu, Nancy Walsh, 
Guest: Sheilagh Hickey  
Regrets:  Margrit Eichler, Sue Kralik, Vivienne Monty 
 

1. Tony Keith called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm  
 
2. Minutes of the Meeting of  November 20,  2013 

Motion: To accept the minutes as read.   
Moved: Shirley Lewis 

  Seconded: Gary Griesdorf 
   Carried: Unanimous 

 
3. Report on Third Age Network (TAN) - Sheilagh Hickey 

Sheilagh recalled the beginnings of TAN when she was Vice-president of the Academy 
in 2007. She contacted other senior learning and lecture groups in Toronto at Glendon 
College, Ryerson, George Brown and the Ulyssian Society and gradually new groups 
joined in what became the umbrella group - TAN. Now there are 21 groups across 
Ontario with some 6 - 7,000 members. Each group pays a $50.00 yearly fee. They are 
determined to convince the government of Ontario that such groups make a significant 
contribution to the health and well-being of our growing senior population. They 
anticipate being incorporated in the next few years and this move will give them more 
clout with the province.  
 
In 2011 TAN has become a more formal organization - meeting annually and now with a 
constitution and bylaws. In 2013 they held a conference for members of the Boards of 
Directors of the member groups and registered 90 participants. Plans for a two day 
conference in 2015 are now underway and they hope to get some New Horizon funding 
to help them deal with the larger numbers expected. 
 
After working with TAN for the past seven years, Sheilagh is stepping down. Debra 
Weiss is willing to take her place as Secretary and Margaret Robertson will continue 
managing the TAN website and Dugal Campbell, as Vice-President, will represent ALL. 
 
Motion: To nominate Debra Weiss as the Academy representative to TAN. 
Moved: Linda Tu 
Seconded: Nancy Walsh 
Carried: Unanimous 
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Motion: To thank Sheilagh Hickey for her important contribution to the expansion and 
success of the TAN in the past seven years.  
Moved: Nancy Walsh 
Seconded: Carolyn Murray 
Carried: Unanimous 

 
4. Business arising 

4.1 2014 Donation to Knox College  
The Board members agreed that we should make a one time donation to Knox College 
at the 2014 AGM in gratitude for their practical and ongoing support of the Academy. 
However, there was considerable discussion as to the best way to make the donation 
and the wisdom of using our reserve funds to do so. It was expected that the amount 
would come out of next year’s budget and not be paid until August, 2014  
 
Finally, a consensus was reached that Tony meet with the principal, Dr. Gordon, to 
determine a specific project of mutual interest to both Knox and the Academy. 
No exact figure would be mentioned in this preliminary discussion. Tony would report 
his findings at our January meeting and a decision would be made then.  
 
Motion: The President, Tony Keith, arrange a meeting with Dr. Gordon to discuss the 
possibility of the Academy making a donation to Knox College for a specific project of 
mutual interest.  
Moved: Shirley Lewis 
Seconded: Mariana Grinblat 

 
4.2 Resignation of the Assistant Chair of the Special Events Committee 

Frances Beer resigned from her position as Assistant Chair of the Special Events 
Committee for family reasons. Vivienne Monty has agreed to fill this position but she 
will not be able to meet with the committee until January because of health reasons. 
 
Motion 1: To accept Fran Beer’s resignation with regrets;  
Motion 2: To accept the appointment of Vivienne Monty as Assistant Chair on the 
Special Events Committee. 
Moved: Marianne Grinblat 
Seconded: Dugal Campbell 
Carried: Unanimous 

 
 
5. Presidents’ Business - Tony Keith 

Tony reported that Knox College has approved our amended Memorandum of 
Understanding for 2013-14, with one small further amendment. Since the basement room 
would represent additional space for ALL, they will charge the full rental rate of $35.00 per 
hour, rather than the half rate suggested for rooms 3 and 4 which are in place of room 5.  
 
Tony observed that if the second section of the Economist Readers chooses to use the 
basement room for their weekly meetings, it may be considered appropriate by some that the 
group should bear the costs associated with renting that room. Since this arrangement would 
benefit only that group, it might be seen as similar to the decision of other groups to invite 
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guest speakers. (However, Linda Tu informed the Board that the second section of the 
Economist Readers agreed to continue to meet in the Pub of the Faculty Club.) 
 
Others who wish to book the basement room may do by contacting the Assistant Secretary 
in the usual manner. Marilyn Braatan will confirm bookings with Daniela D’Aneillo.  
 
Tony announced the death of Academy member, Dr. Ross Fleming, a well known 
neurosurgeon, who died at the age of 90. His funeral will be next Monday, December 16, 
2013. Tony will express condolences on the funeral home’s web site.  
 
Motion: To accept the amended Memorandum of Understanding for 2013-14 
Moved: Mariana Grinblat 
Seconded: Shirley Lewis 
Carried: Unanimous 

 
6. Vice-president’s Business - No report 
 
7. Past President’s Business  

Joan reported that the work of the Nominating Committee was completed and that the three 
open Board positions had been filled. They are waiting for final confirmation from the Vice-
President nominee. Lynn McLeod has accepted the position of Assistant Secretary and 
Ralph Swail has accepted the position of Assistant Treasurer. 
 
She asked the Board to keep in mind that there would be a celebration for the 25th 
anniversary of the Academy in 2015-16. A sub-committee will be appointed to update the 
history of the organization for that occasion. 

 
8. Secretaries’ Business - Carolyn Murray & Marilyn Braaten 

Marilyn Braatan reported that she had delivered boxes of chocolates to the Knox Staff in 
gratitude for their ongoing work for the Academy. She will be in Australia from December 
30th to Feb. 5th but can continue to book Academy rooms via email as usual. Carolyn will 
monitor the Academy phone messages.  
 
Marilyn discussed her latest revision of the Expense Report with Gary Griesdorf and will 
make a few small changes and send him the final version tomorrow. It will be forwarded to 
the Board members in January.  Eventually, the approved version will be posted on the 
Academy web site. 
 

9. Treasurer’s Report -  Gary Griesdorf & Judith Schurek 
Judith Schurek and Gary Griesdorf submitted their Operating Income and Expense 
Statement dated Nov. 19, 2013. Judith mentioned that she just received a printing invoice 
dated Oct. 13th from Victoria College for the printing of Workshop Evaluations. Gary said 
that they broke even for the Holiday Luncheon. The TD Bank balance after Knox cashes 
the rent payment will be $43, 941.55. 
 
Motion: To accept the Operating Income and Expense Statement dated Nov. 19, 2013 
Moved: Gary Griesdorf 
Seconded: Nancy Walsh 
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Carried: Unanimous 
 

10. Committee Reports 
10.1 Academy Talks Committee  - No report 
 
10.2 Communications Committee - Marg Morriss 

The deadline for the March newsletter will be February 25th. Committee reports must 
be submitted before then even if they can only give preliminary reports on the 
progress of their projects.  
 

10.3 Curriculum Committee - Nancy Walsh 
10.3.1 All the feedback from the workshop participants and facilitators has been  

summarized by Jim Lutz and the Evaluation Forms were returned to the 
Facilitators. Most reports were positive.  

 
10.3.2 The 2014 - 15 list of workshops is almost complete. The summaries of 

workshops will be ready for the January 10th meeting. 
 
10.3.3 Yvette Matyas has joined the committee and will attend the January 

meeting.  
 
10.3.4  Dugal is meeting with his group to organize the Facilitators Forum  

 
10.4 Membership Committee - No report 
 
10.5 Special Events Committee - Mariana Grinblat 

10.5.1. There were 110 members attending the Holiday Lunch. We collected  
$3733.00. Two administrators from Knox College attended - Bob Adams 
and Jim Davidson.  

10.5.2   The next committee meeting will be on January 9th from 4 -6 pm.  
 
11. Other Business 

11.1 Report of the Electronic Archives Subcommittee - Marilyn Braaten 
  Janet Tyrell, the current archivist, Margaret Robinson, and Madeline Grant met  

with Marilyn and they agreed to work on a plan to store Academy documents by  
using the new “cloud” technology. This would mean that the filing of hard 
copies of Academy documents would cease at the end of the current Academy 
year. The Academy’s past paper files will continue to be stored the filing cabinets 
at Knox College.  
 
In the future, documents to be archived will be sent electronically to the archivist 
in digital format or scanned first and sent.  
 
Selected documents will continue to be stored on the Academy website for the 
benefit of members. These would include materials from the Annual General 
Meetings, Newsletters, Lists of Board and Committee Members, Calendars, 
Spring Talks brochures and the photo database. It was suggested that Academy 
flyers be added to this list. 
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Someone will have to take on the job of organizing the photo data base presently 
on our web site. Jim Pike will join the Subcommittee in investigating the cost of 
electronically storing both our print and photo archives. They will decide what 
will be the most effective method of maintaining the electronic archives i.e. 
memory stick and/or Cloud storage. They will report back to the Board in 
February.  
 
 Janet Tyrell would like to step down as Archivist in June. The sub-committee 
will be looking for a replacement with expertise in computer storage technology 
for next year.  

 
12. Dugal Campbell moved to adjourn at 4 pm.  
 

 
 
The next meeting of the Board will be on January 22, 2013 at 4 pm in Knox College, 
Room 5.   
 


