
ACADEMY FOR LIFELONG LEARNING  

BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

April 18, 2008, 10:00 am, Room 5, Knox College 

Present:            Lisa Avedon, David Brodie, Dugal Campbell, Sigrid Feser, Helena 

Hallett, Sheilagh Hickie, Edith Howard, Tony Keith, Leah Lambert, Julia Matthews, 

Karen Melville, Don Nicol, Han Spoel, Audrey Swail, Debrah Weiss 

Regrets:            Betty Ann Crosbie, Pat Forrest 

1.            Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Dugal. 

2.             Review minutes of Board meetings of June 6, 2007 

Dugal then called for a motion to accept the minutes of March 20. Helena said that the 

wording of item 4 (a) might be construed as meaning that our annual fee was to be 

increased by $155. The phrase “an increased fee of $155” should be replaced by “a 

fee increased to $155.” A motion to accept the minutes as amended was put by 

Audrey/Karen. All were in favour. 

3.             Business arising from the minutes 

There was no business arising. 

4.            President’s business – Dugal 

(a) Academy Bursary at Victoria University. 

Dugal referred to summary notes on the Bursary which were distributed at the March 

meeting of the Board. He then read a note of thanks recently received from a Bursary 

recipient of this year. We then moved to a discussion of what we are to do about the 

Bursary this year. 

Several Board members expressed disappointment that our contributions to the 

Bursary had not been matched by contributions from the provincial agreement, at the 

discretion of Vic. Alternate uses for our available funds were discussed, including 

SCS, Knox and gerontological studies at U of T.  A motion was put by 

Audrey/Debrah that we not contribute to the Bursary this year. Approved. 

(b) Knox wish list 

At our request, Knox informed us that they are interested in providing their staff with 

laptop computers, the configuration of which is priced at $1,175.11, with tax. Sigrid 



commented that last year we made a contribution to Knox of $1,400. A motion was 

put by Julia/Han that we contribute $1,500 to Knox. Karen proposed an amendment 

that the amount be $1,200 which would be sufficient for one computer. Julia accepted 

this amendment, and the amended motion carried. Tony wished it to be recorded that 

he had abstained, as he sits on the Knox Board of Governors. Han noted that he had 

voted against as he still preferred the larger amount. 

Don commented that a contribution to SCS in the amount previously contributed to 

the Vic Bursary should be considered. Investigations will be made into the needs of 

SCS. 

5.            Vice-president’s business – Sheilagh 

As suggested by our Long Range plans, Sheilagh has been reaching out to other 

Seniors Learning groups and has arranged to host a meeting at Vic on Mon.May 12. 

In addition to Dugal and Sheilagh representing the Academy, will be officers of: 

Living & Learning in Retirement, Glendon College; George Brown College Seniors 

Association; The Ulyssean Society; Later Life Learning at Innis College; L.I.F.E. 

Institute at Ryerson University; University of Toronto Senior Alumni Association. 

The topics to be discussed will include shared issues (e.g., membership growth, 

programs in demand, space requirements) and resources that could possibly be shared 

(e.g., website design, speakers, information about other groups and programs, and 

government relations and grants). 

On May 8 a meeting will be held by Dugal and Sheilagh with the incoming chairs to 

discuss duties of the committees and issues for the coming year. 

6.            Secretaries’ business  

            David –There are several items of coordination for the AGM: 

(a) The AGM Agenda and schedule had been distributed for comment. The timing is 

tight. 

(b) Copies of the Chairs’ annual reports should be delivered to the secretary by the 

May meeting. 

(c) A copy of the Memo of Agreement with Knox will be needed by the May meeting. 

(d) A good attempt should be made to provide the next board with an accurate 

schedule for the next year. Don noted that Room 5 will be available for Board 

meetings in Week 2, 12:00-2:00 pm. 

(e) The audit report, it was agreed, will be printed by the Treasurer for the AGM. 100 

copies. 

(f) The AGM Mailing on Mon.May 26 will be small. Pat Forrest, Sheilagh and Helena 

will assist. It was noted that the Vic mailroom will fold the items, if asked, saving 

much effort. 

            Helena – 

The May Mailing, on Fri.May 9 needs volunteers. Several committees contributed. 



 

7. Treasurer’s report – Sigrid 

Sigrid distributed the Financial Report to Mar.31, and a reworked 2008-09 Budget 

showing a contribution to the new Reserve Funds. The current bank balances total 

$51,400. We are on track to ending the fiscal year with $46,000 in cash. 

8. Committee reports 

(a) Special Events Committee – Audrey 

The Volunteers’ Recognition Lunch was well received. A search for an alternate 

venue to Alumni Hall is in progress, now that Vic limits us to 120 people. We usually 

get 140-150 requests for our major events, like the Holiday luncheon. The date of this 

and similar events needs to be considered for next year, alternates being the Monday 

or Friday following the last day of workshops. 

(b) Curriculum Committee – Don 

Good feedback has been received for the Facilitators’ Forum. 

Alex Jupp has submitted a detailed proposal for a one-semester workshop for the Fall 

Semester to cover U.S. politics leading up to and following the Presidential election. 

Room 5 will be available from 2:00-4:00 pm in Week 2. A flyer will be included in 

the May Mailing. 

(c) Communications Committee – Karen 

The May Newsletter is ready for printing. 

The Academy database is to be moved to a server at a cost of about $40 per month. 

This will permit several persons access to specified portions of the data, to make 

reports and to update the data, as appropriate. A volunteer search is under way for a 

data entry person for the committee. When available, this facility will relieve the 

heavy burden borne by Margaret Robinson for so many years. Margaret is due a 

hearty vote of thanks also for finding and guiding the implementation of this facility. 

(d) Membership Committee – Debrah 

No report. 

(e) Spring Talks Committee – Betty Ann 



The first Spring Talk has been delivered with great success. Many favourable 

comments have been received regarding Innis Hall, our new venue. There were 43 

guests, and many membership slips were taken. A large number of flyers had been 

distributed to the UofT Senior Alumni Association. 

If the TTC goes on strike, as is possible next week, the Talks will proceed and we will 

hope that members and guests will find a way to attend. 

9.             Other business 

There was no other business. 

10. Adjournment - The meeting adjourned on a motion by Karen, seconded by 

Audrey. 

            Next meeting – Friday, May 16, 2008, at Knox College, Room 5. 

  

 


