
Academy for Lifelong Learning 
Board Meeting Minutes 

December 12, 2008, 10:00, Knox College, Room 5 

Present:, Dugal Campbell, Ellen Edmonds, Carol Farkas, Pat Forrest, Ralph Garber, Helena Hallett, 
Sheilagh Hickie, Sandra Hoshooley, Tony Keith, Julia Matthews, Joan McCordic, Ann Mummenhoff, 
Gwen Sutherland, Doug Wilson.  
Regrets: Lisa Avedon, Han Spoel 

1. Meeting called to order by Sheilagh Hickie 

2. Minutes of November 21, 2008 – Ellen/Ann – Carried 

3. Business arising.  
None 

4. President’s Business. 

Meeting of Seniors Learning Groups 

On December 8, Dugal and Sheilagh attended the third meeting of a proposed  association of the 
seniors' learning groups attached to universities or colleges in Toronto. Objective is to formalize the 
groups so that information can be shared, a directory formed, a website established, a possible 

conference of later life learning, etc. Sheilagh and Nancy Christie, president of LLIR at Glendon, have 
agreed to handle current executive details. The next meeting will be held in the Spring. There are 
approximately 6,000 members in this potential grouping. 

Meeting with SCS and Ontario Seniors Secretariat  
Leah Lambert and Sheilagh met with three representatives of SCS (School of Continuing Studies) and 

members of the Secretariat. The ADM (Assistant Deputy Minister) of the Secretariat, which is part of 
the Ministry of Culture, attended and was interested to learn of our attempts to form a grouping of 
seniors learning groups. The Secretariat has members from  many different seniors groups across the 

province, most of whom are involved in community action, health promotion, seniors housing, etc. 
although some have educational aspects as well. The Academy is now listed on the Secretariat 
website. Further involvement may occur through SCS. 

Meeting of Ad Hoc Group  
Tony has circulated a report on the results of the  meeting and a proposal will be presented to the 
Board. 
The Life Institute Calendar was made available to the Board.  
Dugal (Past President) was pleased to say that four vice-chair positions have been filled and eight are 
being worked on. There is no assistant treasurer as yet. 

6. Secretaries’ Business.  

After discussion it was decided that there will be no change to the method of receiving Academy 
enquiries via the phone number, which is an extension number of Knox College. Most enquiries for 

Academy information now arrive via the website, some are still phoned in. 

7. Treasurer’s Report. 

Han’s financial statement was reviewed. 

8. Committee Reports. 

Special Events Committee 



Pub Night was held on Friday, Nov. 21.  20 members of the Academy  gathered at the Tranzac Club to 

enjoy the toe tapping music of  'The Foolish Things' band and listen to two vocalists -   then went out 
to dinner at one of the many restaurants on Bloor Street. The invitation to Friday Nights at the Pub 
will be repeated in January. 

Everything is set up for the Holiday Lunch today. 

Curriculum Committee.  

1.Forum and Spring Talks Committtees  
At the meeting on December 8th a recommendation was made that the Forum Committee would no 
longer report to the Curriculum Committee but would become part of Spring Talks. The Chair of the 
Forum Committee would become the Vice Chair of Spring Talks in 2009. A name and details on the 
administration of the new committee will be decided at a future meeting. 

2. Facilitators/Workshop Renewals 
Emails asking the 2008-09 Facilitators whether they will consider continuing as Facilitators in 2009-10 
have been sent. An informal report on the responses was given to the committee. Each Facilitator will 

receive a follow-up phone call in January from Curriculum Committee Members. Facilitators will be 

asked for names of any participants they think would be a good facilitator. A notice has been posted in 
Rooms 1, 5 and the Lounge asking  for input on new workshops for 2009-10, as well as names for new 
facilitators. 

3.Evaluations Packages 
Diana Chastain and Elaine Cooper have distributed the new evaluation package to all facilitators. A 
statistical report will be prepared from the data collected and presented at the January meeting.  The 
Committee will collate the responses for each workshop and prepare a report for each Facilitator. 

4.Facitators Forum  
A Sub-Committee of Christie Bentham and Leo Fine held a meeting with Diana Chastain, Renee 
Edwards and Sandra Gold to gather input on the presentation for the Facilitators Forum to be held on 
Monday April 6th from 9:30-11:00. Christie will prepare a flyer for the next Newsletter – deadline 

January 16, 2009. 

Communications Committee. 

The Committee met on November 26th.   
The Web Manager reported that new material is being noted in the “What’s New” section with 
links.  A  section for members on how to use our equipment for presentations, starting with DVDs, is 
in development.  
The Academy letterhead is now available in the Members Only section. 
The Production Manager discussed the number of newsletters and flyers needed in a print run. There 
will be an additional 10 flyers for bulletin boards. Are extra copies of the Newsletter to be made 

available at Spring Talks?  
Our new Editor, Joan McCordic, gave us the timeline and assignments for the next newsletter: 
Copy - Friday January 23; Printer – Wed Feb 4; Mailing Mon Feb 16. 
Facilitators are requested to continue to submit “prime moments” from current (or past ) 
workshops.  Specific members will be approached to submit digital images, especially for the front 
page. 

Continuing Community Building: the usefulness/popularity of an online bulletin board cum interactive 

information centre for members will be tested, its format is to be determined. Its  launch will be 
publicised in next newsletter, and the Chair will moderate the enterprise. 
A card was signed and a letter read out, these will be presented to Margaret Robertson at the Holiday 
Lunch as a token of the Academy’s appreciation for all that she has given to the Academy. 

Membership Committee. 
Holiday Lunch name tags and accompanying lists prepared for Dec 12 

Updating of the class lists will be done over the break and fresh attendance sheets will be placed in 
the class folders before the first class in January. 



Paul Nash has agreed to be Vice Chair. There will be a committee meeting prior to the new term. 

An ALL business card will be designed. 

  

Spring Talks Committee 

Proposal - That Spring Talks and Forums merge to become one standing committee; that the incoming 
chair of Spring Talks, Doug Wilson, would become the chair of the merged committee; that Corinne 

Wilks, presently the chair of the Forums sub-committee, would become the vice-chair of the merged 
committee; and that the members of both committees would work together on the agendas now dealt 
with separately by Forums and Spring Talks.   As chair and vice-chair of the merged committee, Doug 
and Corinne would both sit on the Academy's Board of Directors. 
Tony/Ann - Carried 

Other Business. 
Doug asked for clarification of when the clearance of a room should occur at the end of a workshop. A 
note to facilitators was requested to remind them that a workshop should end  5mins to the hour. 
Members should be encouraged to vacate the room allowing the next workshop to commence on time. 

It was noted that Joseph Leonard was an enthusiastic member of the workshop he attended until his 
recent death. 

 Adjournment at 10:45 a.m. Motion by Helena/Ellen Carried. 

 Next Meeting: Friday, January 23, 2009, 12:00 noon, Knox College, Room 5 

 


