
Academy for Lifelong Learning  

 Board Meeting Minutes 

Friday December 10th, 2010 , Knox College Room 5, 10AM-12PM 

Present- Sandra Walsh, Jim Pike, Linda Lockyer, Bill Holt, Laura Hill, Gabriele  

Dankert, Corinne Wilks, Sharon Harris, Wilma Spence, Elizabeth Feltes, Mary  

Doucette, Gillian Long, Christie Bentham, Debrah Weiss, Ralph Garber 

Absent- Jeanette Clark, Brigid O’Reilly, Barbara Chipman 

1. Sandra Walsh called the meeting to order.  

 

2. Minutes of the Board Meeting of November 19th were accepted, moved  

by Wilma Spence and seconded by Gillian Long.  

 

3. Business Arising- none  

 

4. President’s Business-  

Brigid O’Reilly is making good progress with her health issues and we wish her a speedy 

return. 

Academy Bursaries have been welcomed by three mature students at  

Victoria University, with letters of appreciation. We will be nominating  

someone for the Ontario Government Senior Achievement Award. 

 5. Vice-President’s Business-  

The 20th Anniversary banner will be used for the first time today at the Holiday 

Luncheon, and at future events such as the Anniversary Luncheon.  

 

The Long Range Planning Advisory Committee is focusing on program excellence  

with an exploration of what other groups are doing in this regard. Financial  

matters,including the possibility of charity status, future space planning in case  

Knox is no longer available, and the marketing of the Academy are all being  

discussed.  

 

The Effective Presentation Subcommittee of the Curriculum Committee is working  

on issues involving identifying programs to assist members in developing effective  

presentations, and generating guidelines for facilitators to that end. The balance  

between establishing reasonable standards, while not intimidating those who  

need support was discussed. A description of the Terms of Reference being used  

by the committee was circulated to the Board. It was pointed out that the role of 



the co-facilitator can be useful in giving member support. The target date for  

producing guidelines is the April Facilitators’ Forum. 

 6. Past President’s Business – Nothing to report at this time. 

 7. Treasurer’s Report – Letters from Victoria University were  

circulated to the Board Members, voicing appreciation for Bursaries donated by  

the Academy, and outlining current levels in the Endowment Account and  

Expendable Fund. While donations to the Endowment Fund over the years  

amounted to $81,00 approximately, the current Market Value is about $61,000,  

We donated $2000 this fiscal year to the School of Continuing Studies. No extra  

donation was made to Knox this year, as rent increased 5%. There was some  

discussion around registration and the use of Pay Pal. We will be hearing more in  

the next Newsletter about registration options. 

 8. Secretaries’ Business – Guidelines were discussed for Joe Lumley’s  

retirement gift the end of February. It was felt a cash amount ($40) would be the  

most suitable. 

 9. Committee Reports- 

a) Academy Talks – The Spring Talks Agenda will be coming in January. 

b) Communication Committee-  

There was a reminder of the January 14th deadline for committee materials, to allow 

time for printing flyers for the Feb 14th mailing. 

c) Curriculum Committee- 

Evaluation forms for facilitators as well as workshop  

participants were circulated recently. After discussion at the January committee  

meeting, these will be given to the facilitators. There was discussion of how to  

handle feedback of a sensitive nature, and there was consensus that these issues  

should be discussed on an individual basis with facilitators, as needed.  

There has been a high level of response from facilitators to return, with 30 /38  

courses spoken for. Many new ideas and subjects have been submitted.  

The issue of members leaving the Academy, and whether follow-up needs further  

development was discussed. Examination of attendance over time shows there is  

a turnover of about 50% every 5 years. There is also a solid number of members 

who have stayed for many years and there is a full complement of students for  

the space available. No further conclusions or recommendations were made at  

this time. 



d) Membership Committee 

Margaret Robertson will be putting together an article for the February  

newsletter explaining registration payment options. The use of online  

registration will be encouraged.  

All members, who have not already submitted, will be sent a request for bio  

information, which is useful in the search for committee members, etc.  

Enough positive feedback resulted from the use of randomization this year to  

repeat the procedure again.  

The search for an Assistant Chair continues. 

e) Special Events Committee  

is continuing to work on plans for the Anniversary Luncheon. Complimentary tickets to 

various entertainment events are being sought to give away at the Luncheon. The 

Holiday Luncheon today is featuring live music, prizes at each table, and a three-way 

discussion, with some original  

members, before dessert. To encourage wider socialization, table numbers will be drawn 

at the reception desk when receiving name tags. 

10. Other Business.  

Sharon Harris has met with Ryan Janzan, a PhD candidate in  

the computer engineering department who is in residence at Knox. He has  

examined the AV equipment in Rooms 1 and 5, and is willing to be hired to  

instruct members in the use of the equipment. Two January dates will be offered  

to members, with a request for further information about individual needs. A  

draft of the letter was circulated to Board Members, and accepted “as is”, to be  

sent in early January. 

11. Adjournment was moved by Sharon Harris and seconded by Corinne Wilks. 

  

 


