
ACADEMY FOR LIFELONG LEARNING  

BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

December 7, 2007, 10:00 am, Room VC213, Victoria College 

Present:            Lisa Avedon, David Brodie, Dugal Campbell, Betty Ann Crosbie, 

Sigrid Feser, Pat Forrest, Sheilagh Hickie, Edith Howard, Tony Keith, Leah Lambert, 

Julia Matthews, Karen Melville, Don Nicol, Han Spoel, Audrey Swail, Debrah Weiss 

Regrets:            Helena Hallett 

1.            Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Dugal, who noted that a round of applause 

accompanied Betty Ann’s arrival after several months’ absence. 

2.             Review minutes of Board meetings of November 16, 2007 

Dugal then called for a motion to accept the minutes of November 16. A motion was 

put and seconded by Sheilagh/Debrah and approved. 

3.             Business arising from the minutes 

• The work on the history of our Bursary continues. 

• The joint meeting of the Membership and Curriculum committees to discuss 

the details of workshop registration has been scheduled for January 7. 

• The students of Knox have undertaken to arrange the availability of coffee. 

4.            President’s business – Dugal 

• Policy manual 

The previously described effort to assemble policy statements of past boards 

continues. 

• Communication of arrangement with the School of Continuing Studies 

Committee chairs who have business with the University of Toronto may find it 

helpful to use a notice on Academy letterhead describing our collaboration with SCS. 

 

5 (a)            Vice-president’s business – Sheilagh 

The article in the RALUT newsletter, mentioned in November’s meeting describing 

the Academy, is very good. A follow-up with RALUT should try to develop a firmer 

relationship.  



Don added that we should also look for opportunities to align our ethnic profile with 

that of society. 

Dugal suggested that we look into the Mayfield Foundation to see how groups can 

form contacts with their target group. 

 

5 (b)            Past-president’s business – Leah 

The nominating committee has met. They have a list and are working through it. 

Nothing to report as yet. Suggestions should be sent to Leah. 

Committee chairs are reminded of the need to recruit new members, to assure the 

presence of “fresh blood” in committees. Sandra Walsh can be of assistance in finding 

new volunteers. 

6.            Secretaries’ business  

            David – Nothing to report. Helena is in Kent helping her 99-year-old mother 

celebrate her birthday. 

• Treasurer’s report – Sigrid 

The November financial report was distributed, showing no activity in October. The 

bank balances are $4,375 and $68,900 in TD and ING, respectively. 

• Committee reports 

• Special Events Committee – Audrey 

Norah Smith was asked to photograph new members. A sheet of these photos will be 

displayed at today’s Luncheon to assist members in making new members feel 

welcome. 

The Holiday Luncheon was cut back by 20 spaces by Vic, due to more rigorous 

enforcement of  fire regulations at Vic, as at other venues, at this time. There is some 

difficulty finding another, larger room than Alumni Hall. Hart House has some, but 

they are more expensive. St. Mike’s and the Medical School are known alternatives 

that do not fill the bill. The committee would be interested in hearing of other 

possibilities.  

Don suggested that Burwash Hall be considered. 

In mid-January there will be a meeting with the Faculty Club to discuss the Spring 

Fling. 

• Curriculum Committee – Don 

The evaluations are being gathered. Over the Holiday Break they will be compiled 

and a report presented to the Board at the January meeting. There have been many 

positive comments on the evaluation form; one comment called it “meaningless.” 



The issue of next year’s workshop is more urgent. All Board members are asked to 

consider themselves and their friends and acquaintances as possible facilitators, and to 

consider possible topics of workshops. 

A meeting with the Membership Committee is scheduled in January, as noted above. 

The Committee will have two meetings in January and two in February before 

announcing the workshops being offered for next year. 

• Communications Committee – Karen 

The new web page “Why I joined the Academy” has been distributed to the Board 

members for their perusal. All members were enthusiastic. 

• Membership Committee – Debrah 

Facilitators have been asked to fill out the fall attendance sheets so that updated sheets 

can be prepared for the second term. 

• Spring Talks Committee – Betty Ann 

Betty Ann thanked Tony for filling in during her absence. 

The brochure for the Spring Talks is being prepared. The number of brochures needed 

is determined in part by the needs of other committees for promoting the Academy. 

The Theatre Night arranged this year by Madeline Grant was a great success. If it is 

decided to repeat this event next year, it might take place at Soulpepper Theatre. 

9.             Other business 

There was no other business. 

• Adjournment – A motion was put by Julia/Sigrid to adjourn. All in favour. 

            Next meeting – January 18, 2008, at Knox College, Room 5. 

  

 


