
Academy for Lifelong Learning 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Friday, July 17th, 2009, 10:00 a.m. Knox College, Room 5 

Present: Ellen Edmonds, Carol Farkas, Ralph Garber, Sheilagh Hickie, Linda 

Lockyer, Ann Mummenhoff, Brigid O’Reilly, Gwyneth Sutherland, Sandra Walsh, 

Corinne Wilks, Doug Wilson. 

Regrets: Christie Bentham, Jeanette Clark, Michael Foss, Sandra Hoshooley, Joan 

McCordic. 

1.  Meeting called to order by the President, Ralph Garber, who welcomed 

everybody to a new season of the Academy. 

   

2. Minutes of May 15th, 2009 and June 10th2009.  Motion to accept by Doug 

Wilson, seconded by Carol Farkas.  Carried. 

3.  Business Arising   - None 

4. President’s Business 

Correspondence:   A letter of thanks has been received from Marilynn Booth, Director 

of the School of Continuing Studies for the gift of $ 4000 from the Academy in 

support of their recently established student bursary program. A letter of thanks was 

also received from Eric Saarvala, Associate Director for Donations Management, 

University of Toronto. 

A letter of thanks from Lisa Watson, Director of Development at Knox College for 

the gift of $1000 from the Academy has been received. 

The President then listed a number of areas that the Board will be involved in.  

1) Change of printer of The Newsletter to the printer at Vic. (Please see 

Communications Committee report) 

2) Preparation for the 20th Anniversary of the Academy; solicitation for an author for 

an Anniversary Book; planning of special events. 

3) Search for editor for rationalization of “Vade Mecum” 

 

4) Examination of registration procedures for workshops. 



5) A request has come from Paula McLaughlin of York University’s Psychology 

department, Faculty of Health, for volunteers in a study about Altzheimer’s Disease. 

Decision is to be made regarding procedure and whether or not the Academy wants to 

take part. More information is needed. 

All of the above topics may be referred to a special committee to be established. 

5. Vice-President’s Business 

 The division of labour between the President and the Vice-president is to be worked 

out. 

6.  Secretaries’ Business 

Next Mailing will take place on Friday, August 7th, 2009, at Victoria College in the 

Chapel from 11:00 a.m. to 12 noon. Helena Hallet will be in charge. Because Jeanette 

Clark will be out of the country for all of August, please send requests for room 

bookings to Ellen.  

A revised schedule of ALL events will be sent later. 

7. Treasurer’s report   

The Treasurer will have a full report at the next Board Meeting. 

A discussion arose regarding the hiring of someone, who might do some of the 

clerical work now done by volunteers; to be further investigated. 

8.  Committee Reports 

Special Events Committee 
Carol Farkas told the Board that it is with much regret she feels she has to resign as 

chair of the Special Events Committee for health reasons.  She will continue to be a 

member of the committee and will stay on as chair until Michael Foss can take over. 

The Potluck Picnic is set for Sunday, September 20th, and The Leaf Festival Walk 

will be held at the Russell farm on Sunday, October 25th. New Members’ Reception 

will be arranged in conjunction with the Membership committee. 

Michael Foss is interested in establishing a monthly calendar of non-Academy events 

that might be of interest to the members. A proposal from Michael is expected at a 

later meeting. 

Ilmar Talvila, a UT Senior Alumni member has offered to lead a walking tour of the 

St. George campus.  Details to be worked out. 



ALL member singer and guitarist, Paul Nash, has indicated that he would like to get 

the Academy singing together; to be explored further. 

Carol brought up the question of whether or not to use the Academy letterhead on 

flyers. It is a matter of sufficient space on the flyers. It was decided that the letterhead 

is not necessary, because the flyers go only to Academy members. 

Curriculum Committee 

Ann Mummenhoff reported that three workshops with 7 registrants have been 

cancelled. Space will therefore be available for room bookings: 

Week One 

Tuesday 10:00 – 12:00    Room 1 

Week Two 

Wednesday 10:00 – 12:00    Room 1 

Friday 10:00 – 12:00    Room 5       (Sept. 25th, Oct.23rd, Nov.20th and Dec 11th 

reserved for Board Meetings) 

 

A survey has been done of numbers of registrations by time and day of week. The 

2:00 – 4:00 timeslot is the most popular. Day of the week was a lesser factor. This 

survey will be considered in planning the 2010 – 2011 schedule. 

Communications Report 

Brigid O’Reilly urged all committee chairs to use the Newsletter to report past 

activities and future plans. 

The committee is planning to change printer for the Newsletter to Victoria 

University  Printshop, which has recently acquired new equipment. The location is 

more convenient and consistency in paper quality will be assured. The cost will be 

higher (14 – 18 % - not budgeted for). More investigation regarding other print 

options on campus and more information on cost are needed. 

The possibility of the establishing of an electronic Bulletin Board for the Academy 

members was discussed.  

It was moved and seconded that the Board form an Advisory Group on Information 

Technology.  Brigid O’Reilly/ Sandra Walsh. Carried 



There is a request from Margaret Robertson that the Photo database in Filemaker Pro, 

currently on Margaret’s computer, be transferred to Datatrium to host on their server. 

Having the photo database on a server would give people access.  They could 

download pictures required for the Newsletter, flyers or other announcements or they 

could upload new pictures. Datatrium hosts the database now for $ 40 a month; 

hosting the photo database would cost $ 8 a month. This will be referred to the new 

advisory group. 

Membership Committee 

In the absence of Sandra Hoshooley, Sandra Walsh distributed the Registration 

Summary. 

Betty Williams has resigned as Ass. Chair and the committee is seeking a replacement 

. 

The committee intends to establish a Focus Group to discuss the registration 

process.  After discussion it was suggested by the Board that the committee choose a 

different name and also put in a specific time limit and action goals for this group 

Membership card production has been cancelled. Discussion regarding special 

privileges in having this card was deferred to next meeting of the Board. 

Work has started with the Academy Talks Committee regarding planning of the New 

Members Orientation at the first Forum. A letter of invitation will be sent out to all 

new members and facilitators in early September. 

Academy Talks Committee 

Invitations to several speakers for the Spring Talks have gone out. No replies have 

been received yet. More detailed report at next meeting. 

 The committee is working on a format to consolidate the two merged committees. 

The merger is working well. Among other things it has given the Forum section more 

visibility. 

Corinne Wilks circulated the list the Forum events for the fall. She introduced the 

program for the first Forum in September at which the New Members Orientation will 

take place. 

9. Other Business 

A) The President reported for the Long Range Planning Committee. 

The committee has not completed its work but does have several initiatives that it 

needs to develop before presenting to the Board. 



1) Diversity 

The LRPC wishes to realize the objectives approved by the Board and institute an 

Imperative to increase the number of people participating in the Academy from 

various ethnic, racial and other culture groups.  We are still almost all of European 

origin and white, which does not reflect the distribution of population in the GTA. 

2) Expansion 

The LRPC recognizes the limitations it faces in attempting to increase the 

membership in the Academy. It proposes we explore with the assistance of the School 

of Continuing Studies, whether and how we might establish units of the Academy on 

the other two campuses of the University of Toronto. The university has committed 

itself to have retiree centers on each of its campuses and the first is to open this 

October on the St George Campus. We thought it might be desirable and also feasible 

to attach ourselves to this development. More work needs to be done to flesh out this 

proposal and to consult with SCS. 

3) Member Profile 

The use of membership data to better plan for new offerings and to help facilitators 

know their participants better might mean the expansion of the database. 

The beginning for the review of their proposal was projected at our last meeting and 

we intend to pursue this opportunity. 

  

B) Sandra Walsh brought up the problems some disabled members have in getting 

access to the building. An article in the Newsletter might be helpful in clarifying the 

situation. 

Misgivings about having to do presentations in the workshops have been received. 

The buddy system was suggested. It has been tried earlier on, but did not work. It was 

pointed out that several workshops do not make use of presentations. 

Adjournment 

Adjournment was moved, seconded by Ann Mummenhoff/Gwyneth 

Sutherland.  Carried. 

Next Meeting: Friday, August 14th, 2009, 10:00-12:00 at Knox College, room # 5  

The President will be out of town on August 14th, and the Vice – President will 

chair the meeting. 

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

 


