
ACADEMY FOR LIFELONG LEARNING  

BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

May 16, 2008, 10:00 am, Room 5, Knox College 

Present:            Lisa Avedon, David Brodie, Dugal Campbell, Betty Ann Crosbie, Pat 

Forrest, Helena Hallett, Edith Howard, Tony Keith, Leah Lambert, Julia Matthews, 

Karen Melville, Han Spoel, Audrey Swail, Debrah Weiss 

Regrets:            Sigrid Feser, Sheilagh Hickie, Don Nicol 

1.            Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Dugal. 

2.             Review minutes of Board meetings of April 18, 2008 

Dugal then called for a motion to accept the minutes of April 18. So moved and 

seconded by Han/Debrah. As there were no comments or corrections, the minutes 

were approved. 

3.             Business arising from the minutes 

There was a call for committee chairs to provide Annual Reports by this meeting. To 

date three reports have been received. 

4.            President’s business – Dugal 

(a) Meeting with Seniors Learning Groups 

Dugal described the meeting, which took place on May 12. A follow-on meeting is 

scheduled for October 6.  

 

(b) Meeting facilities within U of T 

Dugal and Sheilagh met with Elizabeth Sisam, Assistant Vice-President Campus and 

Facilities Planning at U of T, to discuss the availability of facilities on a regular basis. 

She saw no difficulty in providing her service, which she sees as to providing 

individual rooms, when available, for individual meetings. Obtaining U of T reduced 

rates may require billing through SCS. 

 

(c) Contribution to Knox 

A letter has been received from Knox recognizing the receipt of our contribution for a 

laptop. 

 

(d) Contribution to SCS 

A contribution was discussed but in the absence of a specific purpose, there was 

reluctance to authorize a specific amount. A motion was put by Tony/Audrey that a 



committee be formed of the President, Treasurer and two other Board Members to be 

specified by the President, for the purpose of setting a policy to discuss a policy of 

specifying a proportion of revenue to be allocated to gifts and bursaries. Carried. 

 

(e) CATALIST 

A notice has been received of a conference in Edmonton in July. 

 

(f) Recognition Gift 

The projectionist at Innis College, Elaine Townsend, has been very helpful and 

accommodating in the success of the Spring Talks. Authorization is sought for a small 

gift in recognition. Her assistant, Shaun, was also helpful and will also be recognized. 

A sum of $50 was approved for this purpose. 

 

(g) Database support personnel 

Margaret Robertson has indicated that she wishes to be relieved of her database duties 

by the end of December. Karen will search for appropriate volunteers to assume these 

duties. 

5.            Vice-president’s business – (no report) 

6.            Secretaries’ business  

            David – As already noted, annual reports are needed. 

            Helena – The May mailing went to 510 recipients, including only 350 

members. The VIP list and the Potential Members list need to be pruned, now and on 

an ongoing basis. Potential Members should receive only one mailing. 

7.            Treasurer’s report – Han 

Han distributed a revised version of next year’s budget and a first draft of the financial 

statements that are to be approved by the auditor. The Balance Sheet showed $52,556 

in the banks at April 30. 

 

8. Committee reports 

 

(a) Special Events Committee – Audrey 

All arrangements have been made for the AGM, the last event for this year’s 

committee. There will be a bar. 

 

(b) Curriculum Committee – Lisa 

The committee met last Monday and will meet again on June 19. They will be 

discussing plans for Forums. Knox may provide a speaker for one of the Forums. 

 

(h) Communications Committee – Karen 



The committee was lauded for producing a May Newsletter impressive in appearance 

and content. Karen gave credit to Julia for the content and to Josie for mastering the 

software. Extra copies were printed, to be distributed to guests at Spring Talks as a 

form of advertising. Debrah noted that inquiries from potential new members would 

be sent a copy of the handbook and the registration forms. 

It was suggested that the full schedule should be available on our website. If this is 

done, the schedule should show the last date of update rather than just the version 

number. A further suggestion was that specific dates of Special Events should be 

shown only when they have been confirmed. 

 

(i) Membership Committee – Debrah 

On May 29 the registration data will be entered into the database by Margaret, Désirée 

and Debrah. Margaret has prepared a list of monthly database duties, distributed by 

Debrah. Margaret also prepared step-by-step procedures for all database processes. 

Multiple copies of FileMaker Pro have been installed on Academy members’ 

computers. These copies are illegal and the database server will reject multiple users 

who try to access the database at the same time with the same registration number. A 

motion was put by Debrah/Betty Ann to purchase another copy of the software at a 

cost of about $224. Carried. 

 

(j) Spring Talks Committee – Betty Ann 

There is still one Spring Talk left, but attendance to date has increased by about 12% 

and guests by 40% at our new venue. Innis College has said that their hall will be 

available for next year’s talks. 

Our third speaker, Allison Stuart of the Ministry of Health, has returned her 

honorarium cheque with the request that the sum be donated to a specified charity. 

Alex’s attack at the most recent Talk makes clear the need to have prepared 

procedures to deal with such an emergency. Leah noted that Facilitators should be 

provided with some guidelines. 

9.             Other business 

Leah wished to repeat the message passed at the May 8 meeting with the incoming 

chairs: It is the responsibility of Board members to consider all aspects of the 

Academy, not simply the activities of their individual committees. All members 

should be alert to the needs, trends and changes taking place in the Academy and in 

society at large. 

It was noted, and agreed in principle by all that there should be formal recognition, 

either at the AGM or in the autumn, of the extraordinary service provided to the 

Academy by Margaret Robertson over many years. 

As a last word, while presiding at his last Board meeting, Dugal wished to express his 

gratitude to all Board and Committee members for their contributions during the year. 



Their helpful and friendly accommodation to needs of the Academy and each other 

have made his job an easy and pleasurable experience. 

 

10. Adjournment - The meeting adjourned on a motion by David/Karen.Next 

meeting – Briefly, in Alumni Hall immediately after the AGM on Wednesday, June 

11, 2008. 

Addendum: Following the Board meeting of 16 May the Board members were 

provided with additional information about donations to the School for Continuing 

Studies. They were asked to vote by means of an e-mail ballot to indicate if they were 

in favour of making a donation. A majority voted in favour of making a donation of 

$4000 to the School for Continuing Studies. 

 


