
Academy for Lifelong Learning 

Board Meeting Minutes 
November 21, 2008, 12:00 noon, Knox College, Room 5 

Present: Lisa Avedon, Dugal Campbell, Ellen Edmonds, Carol Farkas, Pat Forrest, Ralph Garber, 

Helena Hallett, Sheilagh Hickie, Sandra Hoshooley, Tony Keith, Julia Matthews, Joan McCordic, Ann 
Mummenhoff, Han Spoel, Doug Wilson.  
Regrets: Gwen Sutherland 

1. Meeting called to order by Sheilagh Hickie 

2. Minutes of October 24, 2008 – Sandra/Ellen – Carried 

3. Business arising.  

None 

4. President’s Business.  

i. ALL has received an invite from SCS to meet with them and the Senior Secretariat (part of the 
Ontario government). 
ii. Seniors Learning Group met on October 27, Sheilagh and Dugal attended. The future of the group 
was discussed. Next meeting will be on December 8 to see if this group can be formalized.  
iii. Edith Howard has resigned as chair of the Membership Committee and we thank her for her past 
efforts. Sandra Hoshooley is now chair. 
iv. A talk on the University of Toronto’s library system by Gabriella Bravo has been arranged for 

Wednesday, January 21, 10:00-noon on Robarts library and will be held at Knox. 

Ralph (Vice-President) noted how informative the attendance of committee meetings can be. 

Dugal (Past President) asked for “talent spotting” so that suggestions for committee vice-chairs 
(2009-10) could be made and those members approached They would be made aware that it is a 2yr 

commitment and that they would be a Board member with the responsibilities that that entails. The 

Nominations committee will be meeting in early December. 
The slate will appear in the Newsletter with a deadline in March. 

Tony (chair Spring Talks) asked when discussion would occur by the Long Range Planning committee 
on the position of the Forums within ALL, as this matter requires a solution. He noted that the Board 
has 16 members and asked whether this number would allow representation of the Forum on the 
Board. The Long Range Planning committee plans to meet in January. Early discussion on this matter 
will occur between Sheilagh, Ralph, Dugal, Tony, Corinne and Ann on December 8 at 2:00pm. 
Suggestions will be brought before the Board as they arise. 

6. Secretaries’ Business.  
It was noted that some dates in the recent Newsletter were incorrect. See corrections - January 23 - 
Board meeting; February 16 – mailing; February 20 – Board meeting. 

Mail at Knox reception desk to be looked at by secretaries. 

7. Treasurer’s Report. 

Han explained the current financial sheet, which had been circulated, and commented that the in/out 
finances were stable. Ellen/Lisa accepted 

8. Committee Reports. 

Special Events Committee 



Pub Night at the Tranzac will be on Friday, November 21, music from 5:00-7:00pm. 

The Holiday lunch will be on Friday, Dec.12 at the Alumni Hall, Victoria University. 120 people can be 
accommodated and the deadline for cheques is December 2. Menu - Caesar salad, Fillet of Salmon 
with Dill Butter, Chocolate Mousse as dessert. Entertainment will be a quiz about the 1960's prepared 

by Karen Melville and Madeleine Grant, with prizes for the winning table; and a sing-along. Does ALL 
have an  accompanionist on the piano or guitar in its membership?  Sandra will provide name-tags.  
The suggestion to have ALL involved with donations for a student food bank was not accepted. A 
notice informing ALL members where the food bank on campus was located could be posted on the 
bulletin board.  
It was suggested that a template for the Academy letterhead be available on the Web site. Julia will 
look into that matter. 

Curriculum Committee.  
Issue discussed at Oct. 24 meeting re Membership Committee.  

As recommended by Sheilagh, Lisa spoke to Sandra about the process of members' acceptance into 
workshops. Sandra's response was that she did not agree with the Curriculum Committee regarding 

the need to change the way members obtain entry into workshops because there was little concern 
expressed by members regarding the process now in use. 
Facilitator’s Forum will be on April 6, 2009. 

Communications Committee. 
The Committee will meet in early December to deal with the next Newsletter and other issues.  
ALL website received many requests for information after “The profile of Sylvia Ostry”  appeared in the 
Toronto “Star” on November 10.  

Sections on the website will be revised/added i.e. reasons for joining, a bulletin board for posting 
notices. Ongoing editorial overview will be required. 
Margaret Robertson received thanks for completing the newsletter for printing.  
Margaret will receive a token of ALL’s appreciation for all her efforts at the Holiday Lunch. 

Membership Committee. 
1. Committee has reviewed the Registration Process Report prepared by Edith Howard and has agreed 

that the process will remain the same for the 2009/10 year as it was for 2008/9 except for one 
change,  there will be only two weeks between the mailing of the registration applications and the 
opening/shuffle of the envelopes. This change was based on the research done by Sheilagh Hickie in 

talking with past Academy Presidents and Board Members.  
2. The Membership Committee reviewed the idea of a disclaimer on the registration application 
regarding privacy and has agreed that there will not be a change to the form. It was felt that this 
would open up issues that have not previously existed. The workload involved in identifying people in 
our database who do not want to be part of any lists would be onerous.  
3. Activities this month and upcoming month:  

a. Preparation of the mailing labels for the next Newsletter  
b. Request to facilitators to update attendance sheets so that new sheets             can be prepared for 
the next Semester  
c. Name Tags for the Holiday Luncheon 

Spring Talks Committee 

Preparation is progressing well with nearly all speakers assigned dates; profiles are seen as concise. 
Sheilagh and Betty Ann will begin formatting the brochure. 

Other Business. 
None 

 Adjournment at 1:45 p.m. Motion by Han/ Tony Carried. 

 Next Meeting: Friday, December 12, 2008, 10:00 noon, Knox College, Room 5 



 


