
Athens vs Sparta: The Peloponnesian War 2018-19 

Faci l itator:  David Brodie Week 1,   Wed. 10:00 
Based on :  Thucydides’ The Peloponnesian War  Room:  tba 

Thank you for registering in this workshop.  I look forward to our discussions on 
this fascinating piece of literature. Please contact me if you have any questions: 
david.brodie.99@gmail.com 
 
What is this workshop about? 
We will read the classical account of the Peloponnesian War, which was written by Thucydides, who was 
active in that war (431-404 BC).  This text was the first “scientific” history.  It has survived through the 
succeeding centuries because of its importance in history, its introduction of basic concepts of political 
theory, and its appeal as a work of literature including gripping action and unforgettable characters. 
Through the ages, readers have found in it lessons for their own times.  Most recently, it seemed to speak 
directly about the Cold War. 
I have isolated two excerpts describing the text and its importance: “Introduction”  and “Thucydides 
Creates a Political Science” attached to this Welcome Letter and posted on the Academy’s website.  The 
works referenced are not necessarily the best of the mass of similar material, they just happen to be on my 
bookshelf. 
 
What is the organization? 
Thucydides’ book is organized into eight “books,” so it will be convenient to cover them in two 
presentations each.  Additional presentations will provide background on the government and culture of 
Athens and Sparta, the events of the war following those in the text (which ends abruptly in 411 BC), and 
some treatment of the lessons from Thucydides for the current situation of democracy. 
Each member of the workshop will be expected to make a presentation.  A precise schedule will be 
provided and it will be updated through the summer as members commit to their topic and time slot. 
 
What book is our text? 
There are several translations and editions available, and any one of them can be used. I recommend: 
The Landmark Thucydides: a comprehensive guide to the Peloponnesian War 
   Toronto Public Library: 6 copies & eBook Chapters/Indigo: $28.77 pb online only 
   1998 ed.  xxxiii, 711 pp. Replete with maps, appendices, footnotes. Amazon.ca: $27.04  pb 
-  OR  - (See also AbeBooks.com for used copies) 
The Peloponnesian War    Oxford World’s Classics series 
   Toronto Public Library:  3 copies Amazon.ca: $19.75  pb 
   2009 ed.  lxvi, 708 pp.    A new translation with much supporting material. 10 maps. 
 
Any other resources? 
Articles in Wikipedia: 

Peloponnesian War 
History of the Peloponnesian War  (ie, Thucydides’ book) 
Thucydides 

Thucydides: the reinvention of history   by Donald Kagan, 2009.  TPL: 9 copies 
A commentary on our text by a recognized authority.  See “Introduction”, referenced above. 

The Plague of War: Athens, Sparta, and the struggle for ancient Greece by Jennifer Tolbert Roberts, 
2017.  TPL: 5 copies.  The war actually continued to 371 BC; no way to resolve conflict. 

A War like no other: how the Athenians and Spartans fought the Peloponnesian War  by Victor Davis 
Hanson, 2005. TPL: 11 copies. Analyzes the war and compares to modern-day conflicts. 

Et cetera, . . . (There are uncountable resources, in TLS and the web. Wiki articles have many links.) 
 



 
 


