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CHINA RISING WORKSHOP 
 
A few additional notes on bibliography 
 
Workshop participants may wish to download China Daily. The English language edition 
of this newspaper is course, somewhat biased, but serves as an antidote to the American-
centred coverage with which we are all familiar. It also includes interesting articles on various 
aspects of Chinese culture and society.  
You may also wish to register online with East Asia Forum. There is no charge, and you will 
receive each week short (none more than a page or two), scholarly articles on China and other 
parts of Asia. 
 
The most useful general resources 
 
The Third Revolution: Xi Jinping and the New Chinese State. This recent book (May 
2018) catalogued by TPL – call # 951.0612 ECO, also available as an ebook from Amazon for 
$11.64) is by a leading China expert, Elizabeth C. Economy. Since it could almost serve as a 
textbook for our workshop, we provide the chapter headings as follows: 
 

1. Introduction 
2. Heart of darkness 
3. Chinanet 
4. The not- so -normal 
5. Innovation nation 
6. War on pollution 
7. The lion awakes. 
8. The Way Forward          

 
A second very useful resource is the sixth edition of the China Reader, by David Shambaugh. Available 
at the Toronto Reference Library. The theme of this reader, which includes sections on politics 
economic development, environment, demography, laws, civil society, military and security, and 
foreign relations, as well as sections on Taiwan and Hong Kong, is “Viewing China’s Rise.”   
 
Finally, for those of you interested in the recent history of China’s leadership, an interesting, if 
sometimes eccentric book,  is called Haunted by Chaos: China’s Grand Strategy from Mao Zedong to 
Xi Jinping. E. M. Khan.  
 
We do not, of course, intend to overwhelm you with reading. As you know, we will provide a short 
reading for everyone, prior to each session. We hope that these articles will add depth to the 
question period and general discussion. Presenters will be provided privately with a book title or two 
which may be useful for their presentations.  
 
About two weeks prior to our first meeting, you will receive an article for discussion in our initial 
session. In it, fourteen “experts” offer in a couple of paragraphs, their perspective on whether or not 
China will overtake America. 
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Subject: America and China: Destined for Conflict or Cooperation? We Asked 14 of the 
World's Most Renowned Experts | The National Interest (1st session) 
 
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/america-and-china-destined-conflict-or-cooperation-we-
asked-14-worlds-most-renowned-experts?page=0%2C1 
 

 
 

Subject: Understanding China’s Political System (2nd session) 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffas.org%2Fsgp%2Fcrs
%2Frow%2FR41007.pdf&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb12eec357af6448daded08d5fca08522
%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636692688767583388&amp;sdata=h
ZoQ9wPlJsnTHStEnxQZLjPrF2xbLUfjkrynff%2F3QnA%3D&amp;reserved=0 
 
Hints: Review the first few pages to get an overall understanding 
 

 
 
Subject: Report on repression in China (3rd session) 
 
Two	good	reference	books:	

(1) Best	new	book	is	called	Censored,	by	Margaret	E.	Robinson.	It	even	compares	press	
manipulation	in	China	and	the	U.S.		

(2) Another	good	book	is	End	of	an	Era,	by	Carl	E.	Menzner	-	kind	of	a	gloomy	look	at	China.		
	

Hints:	A	good	way	to	structure	the	report	is	the	Wikipedia	account	of	censorship	and	
surveillance	in	China.	Nice	sub-headings	and	frequent	updates.		

 
 
 
Subject: Inside China’s Dystopian Dreams: A.I., Shame and Lots of Cameras - The New 
York Times (to be send out prior the 3rd session) 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/08/business/china-surveillance-
technology.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=image&module=sec
ond-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news	
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Subject: Article: The Real China Threat Is That Its People Are Talented (5th session) 
 
For	some	time	I	have	believed	that	our	biggest	concern	about	China	should	be	not	a	possible	trade	war	or	
military	conflict,	but	the	threat	posed	to	the	economic	leadership	of	the	United	States	by	the	…	
	
http://flip.it/nFrnhp	
 
 
Subject: China's 'bullet train' network is the largest in the world - and it's about to get 
even bigger (5th session) 
	
China's	'bullet	train'	network	is	the	largest	in	the	world	-	and	it's	about	to	get	even	bigger	
https://news360.com/article/449400815	
 

 
 
Subject: How powerful is China's military? (6th session) 

From Weirder And Weirder Story and Interesting real News, a Flipboard magazine 
by Rylene 

With the second-largest defense spending in the world, measuring over $150 billion in 
2017, China is rapidly modernizing the People's Liberation Army (PLA) and could… 

 

Read it on Flipboard 

 

Read it on dw.com 
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Subject: Mapping out China's Belt and Road Initiative (7th session) 
	
https://news360.com/article/441662926	
	
 
Subject: Silk Road-OBOR (7th session) 
	
China's	Empire	of	Money	Is	Reshaping	Global	Trade	
https://news360.com/article/464675936	
 

 
Subject: China  
 
A best country profile for China. 
 
https://www.indexmundi.com/china/	
	

 
 
French, Howard W. Everything Under the Heavens: how the past helps shape China’s 

push for global power (2017) 
 

[French is a former Asian correspondent for the NY Times] 
 

 
 
Ringen, Stein The Perfect Dictatorship - China in the 21st Century (2016) 
 

[Ringen is a political scientist and professor emeritus at Oxford] 
 

 
 
Rachman, Gideon Easternization – War and Peace in the Asian Century (2017) 

     
[Rachman is chief foreign affairs columnist for the Financial Times] 

 
 
 
 
Carver, John W. China’s Quest: The History of the Foreign Relations of the People’s 

Republic of China (2016) 
 

[Carver is Emertius Professor in the Sam Nunn School of International Affairs 
at the Georgia Institute of Technology] 
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The China Hustle Documentary Film, 2017 : see Globe & Mail review, below: 
 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/film/reviews/article-review-china-hustle-chronicles-a-

growing-monster-in-our-financial/ 
 

 
 
Does the 21st century belong to China? : the Munk debate on China (June 17th  
2011) 

Contributors: Ferguson, Niall. ; Griffiths, Rudyard. ; Kissinger, Henry, 
1923-  Li, Daokui, 1963- ; Luciani, Patrick. ; Zakaria, Fareed. 
 

https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM2778417&R=2778417 
 

YouTube link to full video (please forward to 4:50 to view the debate) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WwtEaH3FAhI 
 

 


