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Academy for Lifelong Learning 

Board of Directors 

 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

Date:   February 25, 2019  

Time:  2:30 p.m.  

Location:   Knox College, Room 5 

   

Members Present, P / Absent, A 

 

Trudi Armstrong, A  

Deborah Del Duca, A 

Randal Holloway, P 

Susan Murphy, P 

Philip Wong, P 

 

Mohammed Bakir, P 

Brian Gaston, P 

Gillian Long, P 

Cathy Spark, P 

 

 

Huguette Blanco,P  

Sharon Harris,P  

Jenny Lorentowicz, P 

John Weatherburn, P  

 

Virginia Clark, P  

Thea Herman, P 

Clare Mian, P 

Doug Wilson, P  

 

 

Item Presentation/Discussion Action / 

Follow-up 

 

Moved (M), 

Seconded (S) 

1.  

Call to Order 

 

Doug Wilson called the meeting to order at 2:30pm. 

 

Doug asked that the agenda sequence be adjusted so that 

the President’s and Vice President’s reports follow the 

Committee Report.   

 

Sharon attended this meeting by video conferencing. 

 

2.  

Approval of 

Minutes of 

[insert month] 

meeting 

The minutes were approved. M, Gillian 

S, Cathy 

3.   

Business Arising 

 

Doug brought items that Sharon (who was away) had on her 

most recent business arising list. 
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Sharon’s Photos 

Sharon will give Cathy the Academy photos that she had when 

she returns to Toronto 

 

Co-ordinator for Social Group Activities 

As scheduling is required for the board approved social 

activities use of an empty room a co-ordinator will be 

necessary.  The board decided to put the establishment of a 

co-ordinator off until the beginning of the next academic year 

as this academic year has only a few weeks remaining. 

 

Adding an item to the workshop surveys 

At the last board meeting, during a discussion of the contents 

and results of the annual workshop surveys, a member asked 

if it would be possible to place a “not applicable” choice to 

questions regarding presentations as in some workshops the 

structure does not require formal presentations.  Philip 

reported that this matter would be discussed at the 

Facilitator’s Forum. 

 

  

 

4  EXECUTIVE REPORTS 

 

President 

 

 

See below  

 

 

Vice 

President 

 

See below  

Past President 

 

Search for new Vice President  

Brian reported that he anticipates that he will have a new 

name for Vice President shortly 

 

 Secretary 

 

No Report   

Treasurer Financial Statement and  Balance Sheet for December 2018 

are attached 
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Note on the Financial Statement 

Compared to the 2018/9 budget, net registration fees 

reached $68165 which exceeds that estimated in the 2018/9 

budget by 11.1%.  In terms of expenses, the expense on 

Computer and Audio Equipment during May 1, 2018 to 

January 31, 2019 reached $1,726 which is 44% in excess of 

the 2018/9 budget.  

 

Note on Balance Sheet 

The Balance Sheet shows that 'Profit for the year' is $25,272 

at end of January 2019 compared to $37,235 at end 

December 2018. The drop is mainly due to the payment of 

the 2nd installment for Knox rental, $11566. This is 

Academy's biggest expense . 

 

Request for committee input into budget preparation for 

2019-20 

Preparing a budget for the next financial year is one of the 

main responsibilities of the Assistant Treasurer. Accordingly, 

Huguette has been requesting input for the 2019-2020 

budget that she will present to the Board in March. 

 

 

5. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Communications No report 

 

 

Curriculum 2019-2020 Workshop and Schedule  

 

39 workshops will be offered: 22 new / 17 repeated.  The list 

presented breaks the workshops into subject categories so 

that the committee and board can see the balance of 

subjects.  The workshops are presented on the website in 

alpha order by title of workshop, and as scheduled in the 

Two Weeks At A Glance document. 

 

Last updated on 2019-02-24 
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2019-2020 Workshop Category 
N = new 

R = repeat 

Art & Architecture   

Adventures in Canadian Art R 

Architecture and More: Squares That Made History  N 

The Bauhaus: The Long Influence of A Short-Lived Utopia N 

Leo and Mike N 

Current Events   

Economist Readers (weekly) R 

Events of the Week (weekly) R 

New Yorker Readers I R 

New Yorker Readers II N 

Opinions R 

DIY   

Contemporary Conflict Resolution R 

Stand-Up Comedy for Seniors R 

Films   

Comedy In Film N 

Contemporary Film A R 

Contemporary Film B R 

Documentary Film R 

Socio-Political Film R 

History   

The British Empire N 

China's Asian Orbit N 

Crime, Prevention and Punishment N 

Equality and Inequality N 

Europe between the Wars: 1918-1939 N 

Indigenous Voices: Artists, Authors and Activists N 

Mesopotamia: From Babylon to Iraq N 

Symbols of Canada N 

Literature   

Books on Books: Writers and Readers N 

Man Booker Winners (1968-2019) N 

Memoir Reading and Writing R 

Non-Fiction New and Noteworthy R 
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Reading Through Borders: Displacement, Migration and 

Refuge  
N 

T.S. Eliot: A Defining Poetic Voice N 

Music   

Celebration of Song R 

Dance Me to the End of Time R 

Jazz Appreciation R 

Music Appreciation: Celebrating Virtuosi Of Keyboards 

And Strings 
N 

Jazzical N 

Science   

Climate Change N 

Cities of the Future R 

Disruptive Technologies and Their Impact On Our Future N 

The Photographic Image N 

Web of Natural Science N 

 

It was suggested that in the future another category – 

Personal Development – be added.  Philip agreed. 

 

Facilitators’ forum 

Curriculum Committee will start working on preparation for 

Facilitators forum, which will be held on April 15. 

 

Facilitator Changes 

Indigenous Histories of North America: A world turned 

upside down 

o Anne Beaumont is taking a leave of absence 

o Martha Goodings and Philip Wong assume co-

facilitators duties 

Contemporary Film A 

o Jean Walker has resigned from facilitator 

duties 

Tech Team report 

Video conferencing service is available, new guidelines 

created for on demand request   
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Membership Current Registration is 435 

Registration closed as of January 31st. 

 

Priorities 

The Committee agreed to continue with Filemaker for this 

year and to focus on  

a) recruiting new committee members  to learn the 

database 

b) updating the Membership Committee documentation 

to make it more current 

c) providing a simpler overview document of the 

responsibilities/procedures as well as a detailed 

‘reference’ manual. The overview will be available to 

members while the detailed manual will be placed in 

the Academy handbook. 

 

Vice Chair for 2019/2020 

Caroline Gray has agreed to be the committee vice chair next 

year.  

 

2019-2020 Registration Process 

The process has started. The new database is ready to go.  

 

Training for new committee members is on March 4th.  

 

Workshops will be loaded when finalized by the Curriculum 

Committee.  

 

Registration starts Aprils 1st (seriously, not fooling you!). 

 

 

Special Events Report will be held over to March meeting of the Board 

 

 

Talks  

Winter Forums 

 



 

 7 

The Winter Forums have thus far been challenged by 

extreme weather conditions.  We decided to proceed with 

the first Forum, on Jan. 30, in spite of the bitter cold. A small, 

but very enthusiastic crowd attended to hear a stimulating 

and engaging discussion with Mervon Mehta, the Executive 

Director of Performing Arts at Koerner Hall. 

 

The second Forum, on on-line dating, scheduled for February 

13, was cancelled due to a heavy snow storm the day before. 

The Talks Committee will discuss options for rescheduling. 

 

We were unable to secure Room 4 for the third Forum, on 

February 27, so it will be held in Room 5.  We have not yet 

been advised whether Room 4 is available for the remaining 

two Winter Forums in March. 

 

 

Spring Talks 

After considerable efforts on the part of several Committee 

members, the final slot on the Spring Talks has been 

confirmed: Ann Cavoukian, the former Privacy 

Commissioner.  All six speakers have now been confirmed. 

 

The information on the six speakers has been provided to the 

Communications Committee.  The first installment on the 

rental of Innis College Town Hall has been paid; the second is 

due at the end of March.   

 

The Committee will be focusing on the logistics for the Spring 

Talks at its upcoming meetings. 

 

President  Withdrawal of Vice President for 2019/20 

Sharon has received word from the candidate for Vice 

present has regretfully had to withdraw due to poor health.  

She indicated that she was willing to be considered at a 

future point. 

 

Code of Conduct Complaint 
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Sharon reported that a complaint has been made under the 

Academy’s Code of Conduct and that Doug and she are 

working with the parties to resolve the matter.  See below. 

Vice President  Code of Conduct revisions 

Doug said that the sub-group that is preparing revisions to 

the current code of conduct will have a document read for 

the AGM on June 3. 

 

Joint Report: 

President & Vice 

President 

Doug and Sharon asked the board to go in camera to discuss 

a matter that has arisen under the Academy’s Code of 

Conduct.  After the discussion was complete the Board went 

back into session.  As a result of the discussion the Board 

passed the following motion: 

 

The Board has considered the circumstances surrounding an 

alleged breach of the Academy’s code of conduct, as 

described by the President and Vice President, in an in 

camera meeting.  The Board moves that the President and 

Vice President should continue to seek out an appropriate 

resolution with the person against whom the complaint was 

made. If a resolution cannot be reached within two weeks of 

the person against whom the complaint was made receiving 

notice of the proposed resolution, the matter will be referred 

to the Board for its determination. The parties will be invited 

to attend at the Board meeting to present their respective 

cases, should they so wish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M Thea  

S   Virginia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.   

Other  

Business 

 

Equipment Loans 

Sharon reported that had received a request from a former 

member of the Academy for the loan of Academy 

audio/visual equipment for use at a Third Age Network.  It 

was decided that the Academy cannot loan out its 

equipment as it was needed on site permanently. 

 

7. Adjournment 

 

5:05 p.m. M Thea 

S Randall 

 


