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Nominees to the Academy for Lifelong Learning 2919-2020 Board 
 

Vice-President:  Sue Kralik  
Sue is a retired educator.  She earned a Master of Education from U of T, and taught high school English, 

Latin and Drama before becoming an elementary school principal.  She specialized in drama teaching 

and conducted and accompanied school choirs.  For 12 years she was a chorister in the Mendelssohn 

Choir and is also a member of the Royal Astronomical Society (Toronto Chapter).  She has facilitated 

workshops at the Academy and is a past chair of the Membership Committee.  Along with other 

interests, Sue follows world affairs and social justice issues. 

Assistant Secretary: Connie Uetrecht 
Connie is retired from a long career providing leadership in nutrition, health promotion, and public 

health focusing on chronic disease prevention. Before moving to Canada in 1985 she was the Dietetic 

Internship Director at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. After moving to Canada, she served 

as a manager in public health at the City of Toronto (and two of its former municipalities) and as the 

Executive Director of the Ontario Public Health Association. Throughout her career, she facilitated 

ongoing professional development and mentorship among her employees, students and fellow 

professionals. Connie has been of the Special Events Committee and was secretary to the Board 2017-

18. Connie’s interests include gardening, music and culinary art. She and husband, Jack, have two 

daughters and a mini poodle, Max. 

 

Assistant Treasurer: Joan Cullemore 
Joan qualified as a Chartered Accountant in Canada and worked at Price Waterhouse until 1975. After 

that she was partner in a small firm until 2013, and until 2018 had her own firm. She became a Fellow of 

the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Ontario in 2006, became a member of the ICAO Discipline 

Committee in 2002, a deputy chair in 2007 and chair from 2011 to 2017.  Joan was a Board Member and 

Treasurer of Tafelmusik Baroque Orchestra for two six- year terms until 2006, and was a Board Member 

and Treasurer of Necessary Angel Theatre Company for three years. 

Assistant Chair, Communications: Lorna Poplak 
Lorna is a Toronto-based writer, editor, and researcher with a fascination for the stories behind 

historical events. After studying law and English and French literature at university, she worked 

in information technology, then technical communications. Lorna has written creative, technical and 

scientific articles for online and print publications. Her debut non-fiction book, Drop Dead: A 

Horrible History of Hanging in Canada, was published by Dundurn Press in July 2017. Lorna is a member 

of Crime Writers of Canada and Sisters in Crime. She is currently working on a second book, which 

focuses on the dark side of Toronto’s history. 

Assistant Chair, Curriculum: Jeff Biteen 
Jeff has been an active member of the Academy since 2015, as a workshop participant, 

facilitator and committee member. Jeff is a retired Human Resources executive and consultant, 

and taught extensively and held Board positions for the Canadian and American Compensation 
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Associations. Jeff holds degrees in Applied Mathematics.  While working overseas, Jeff and his wife 

traveled throughout South and East Asia. They continue traveling widely, and have visited more than 50 

countries around the world. Jeff’s other interests range from music and art to history, social 

anthropology and physical sciences. 

Assistant Chair, Membership: Caroline Gray 

Caroline is a recently retired learning & development leader. Her last full time position was as Head of 

KPMG's global technology-based learning, where she introduced learning systems and global standards 

for online instruction. Previously, she created accredited online learning programs and learning 

infrastructures for use by global financial institutions. Her early work on E and Blended Learning has 

been recognized in college textbooks and has won a range of awards. She advised on the ISO Standard 

on design principles and framework for multimedia user interfaces, and served as an industry judge, 

speaker and adviser in the fields of learning design and technology for the last 30 years.  Her academic 

background was in Philosophy and Education. She is currently Board Chair of the Canadian Training 

Institute and is writing a book on the Self in a digital age.   

Chair, Special Events: John Weatherburn 

John retired in 2013, following an IT career with several software companies. His most recent role was in 

Professional Services, managing staff and clients around the world using the company's financial 

software. Outside of work, his main passion is photography, particularly with the Toronto Digital 

Photography Club, as past president and program/outings committee chair. This is also an excuse to get 

outdoors and explore the world. He has been involved with the Academy Membership and 

Communications Committees. His best new 'hobby', is being a grandparent! 

Assistant Chair, Special Events: Janet Tryell 

Janet has been a member of the Academy since 2007. She has served as Academy Archivist, a member 

of the Long Term Planning Committee and a member of the Social Committee. She enjoys writing stories 

of growing up in Nevis, W. I. and is currently a tri-facilitator of the Memoir Reading and Writing 

workshop.  Janet graduated from the University of Western Ontario with a Masters in Library Science 

and did several stints as a librarian, the longest being her 17-year employment at the Ministry of Labour 

Library. She has also worked as Office Manager for the Family Responsibility Office, Ministry of Children, 

Community and Social Services.  She and is currently People’s Warden and choir member at Church of 

the Ascension in Don Mills. 

Assistant Chair, Talks: Liz Guccione 

Liz has had a long career researching and writing documentaries for the CBC Television and Radio, as 

well as articles as for Canadian magazines. She also worked for many years for the Government of 

Ontario, where she was the Communication Director for the Environmental Commission of Ontario. 

 

 

 

 


