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GENERAL BACKGROUND 
 
Books 
Denton, Michelle, Pandemics: Deadly Disease Outbreaks” 
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM3872896&R=3872896 
 
Diamond, Jared, Guns, Germs and Steel 
 

Hammond, Mitchell L., Epidemics and the Modern World 
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM3854774&R=3854774 

 
Henry, Dr. Bonnie, Soap and Water Common Sense: The Definitive Guide to 
Viruses, Bacteria, Parasite and Disease 
 
Honigsbaum, Mark, The Pandemic Century: One Hundred Years of Panic, Hysteria, 
and Hubris 
 
McNeill, William, Plagues and Peoples (1977) 
 
Waltner-Toews, David, On Pandemics: Deadly Diseases from Bubonic Plague to 
Coronavirus 
 
Shah, Sonia, Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to Ebola and Beyond 
 
Snowden, Frank, Epidemics and Society: From the Black Death to the Present  
 
 

Epidemiology and Statistics 

International Statistics: “Worldometer: Coronavirus updates” at 
worldometers.info 
 
Canadian Statistics: CBC News Coronavirus tracker 
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/coronavirustracker/ 



 
Ontario Statistics: https://covid-19.ontario.ca 
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ART 
 
“What Can We Learn From the Art of Pandemics”, Megan O’Grady, New York 
Times, April 8, 2020 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/08/t-magazine/art-coronavirus.html?action=click&module
=Well&pgtype=Homepage&section=T%20Magazine 
 
“Is Titian’s Pieta the Best Artwork Ever Created About a Pandemic?” 
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/artists/titian-pieta-final-work-plague-1202683876/ 

 
“How art movements tried to make sense of the world in the wake of the 1918 flu 
epidemic.” 
https://time.com/5827561/1918-flu-art/ 

 
“The Spanish Influenza transformed everyday life. But artists struggled to visualize 
its impact.” 
https://www.artnews.com/art-in-america/features/spanish-influenza-pandemic-art-history-120
2686702/ 

 
“Pandemic-inspired street art in Canada and globally” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/photos-see-wall-art-in-canada-and-around-the-world-1.55592
95?__vfz=medium=sharebar 

 
“What plague art tells us about today” 
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20200514-how-art-has-depicted-plagues 

 
Hisham Matar on how the Black Death changed art forever 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/jun/06/black-death-plague-pandemic-art-imaginati
on-hisham-matar?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“Remember the pandemic? Canadian museums and art historians are working on 
how to do that” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/07/05/remember-the-pandemic-canadian-museums
-and-art-historians-are-working-on-how-to-do-that.html 



 
 
“Artists respond to Coronavirus pandemic, organizing protests in massive outdoor 
exhibition in New York” 
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/public-art-fund-art-on-the-grid-exhibition-12026928
48/ 

 
“From the Black Death to coronavirus, pandemics can also yield powerful art” 
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/visualarts/2020/07/20/from-the-black-death-to-the-coronavir
us-pandemics-can-also-yield-powerful-art.html 

 
 
BEAUTY IN TIMES OF CRISIS  
 
“The Beautiful World Beside the Broken One”  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/23/opinion/coronavirus-nature-outdoors.html?action=clic
k&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage 

 
 
“In the Ground of Our Unknowing”  
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femergencemagazine.org
%2Fstory%2Four-unknowing%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C442fe392e0e242f29a7e08d7e069b55
2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637224616917681377&sdata=uKutV
EuUZg7tfkLEbA1p%2BfRAku0J%2FD0s14izKCK4dAU%3D&reserved=0 

 
 

 
CHILDREN AND THE PANDEMIC 
 
“Are children less susceptible to coronavirus?” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/13/are-children-less-susceptible-to-coronavir
us?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“Scientists divided over coronavirus risk to children if schools reopen” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/17/scientists-divided-over-coronavirus-risk-to-
children-if-schools-reopen 

 
“Children half as likely to get coronavirus than adults, data shows”  
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/may/22/children-covid-19-adults-data-coronaviru
s?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 



“How are Toronto youth faring amid COVID-19? Many are really struggling” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/07/03/how-are-toronto-youth-faring-amid-covid-19-
many-are-really-struggling.html 
 

“How deadly is COVID-19 for children? Here’s what we know” 
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/how-deadly-is-covid-19-for-children-here-s-what-
we-know-1.5023528 

 
 
CIVIL LIBERTIES AND SURVEILLANCE 
 
“Has Coronavirus Opened the Door to Mass Electronic Surveillance in the UK” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/15/mass-electronic-surveillance-
uk-app-lockdown-download?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
 “How China’s Using Surveillance to Fight Coronavirus”, BBC News (video) 
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-52104798/coronavirus-how-china-s-using-surv
eillance-to-tackle-outbreak 
 
“Society must guard against government repression, abuses disguised as 
COVID-19 responses” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/opinion/opinion-press-freedom-covid-19-1.5531418 
 
“Seoul’s Radical Experiment in Digital Contact Tracing” 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/seouls-radical-experiment-in-digital-contac
t-tracing 
 
“The Pandemic’s Cost to Privacy” 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2020/04/coronavirus-pandemic-privacy-civil-libe
rties-911/609172/ 
 
“We are giving up our freedoms in the fight against COVID-19. The question is will 
we get them back?” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-we-are-giving-up-our-freedoms-in-the-fight
-against-covid-19-the/ 

 
“4 rules to stop governments misusing COVID-19tech after the crisis” 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/covid-19-tech-data-usage-privacy 

 
“It’s time to talk about contact tracing apps, because they are coming soon” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-its-time-to-talk-about-contact-tracing-apps-
because-they-are-coming/ 



 
“Voluntary nationwide contact tracing app coming soon, says Trudeau” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/contact-tracing-app-1.5617121 

 
“Coronavirus mass surveillance could be here to stay, experts say” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/18/coronavirus-mass-surveillance-could-be-her
e-to-stay-tracking?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND  CORONAVIRUS  
 
“Why Don’t We treat the Climate Crisis with the Same Urgency as the 
Coronavirus” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/mar/05/governments-coronavirus-urgent
-climate-crisis 

 
“Delay is Deadly: What Covid 19 Can Teach is About the Climate Crisis” 
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%
2Fcommentisfree%2F2020%2Fmar%2F24%2Fcovid-19-climate-crisis-governments-coronavirus
&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7C49ad14f0bb254c90751508d7d0238702%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb43
5aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637206723318268321&amp;sdata=GqAcu8ipnZgUQr%2FF14yCK
uk1aHacwsCZk8bhEBiRlzw%3D&amp;reserved=0 
 
“Covid-19 is Nature's Wake Up Call to Complacent Civilisation” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/mar/25/covid-19-is-natures-wake-up-call-
to-complacent-civilisation 
 
“What the coronavirus means for the climate crisis”  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/27/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-climate-change.html?acti
on=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage 

 
“Will the Coronavirus Trump the Climate Crisis?” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/09/world/europe/will-the-coronavirus-crisis-
trump-the-climate-crisis.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Ho
mepage 
 
“COVID-19 has given us a chance to build a low-carbon future” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/01/covid-low-carbon-future-lockdow
n-pandemic-green-economy?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“COVID-19 is a Symptom of a Bigger Problem: Our Climate’s Ailing Health” 



https://time.com/5848681/covid-19-world-environment-day/ 
 
“Climate change, environmental degradation contributing to the rise in diseases 
like COVID-19” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-climate-change-environmental-degradation-c
ontributing-to-rise-in/ 

 
 
CONSPIRACY THEORIES IN TIMES OF PANDEMICS  
 
“Why Coronavirus Theories Flourish and Why It Matters”  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/08/world/europe/coronavirus-conspiracy-theories.html?ac
tion=click&module=News&pgtype=Homepage 

 
“Nearly a third of American believe a conspiracy theory about the origins of 
coronavirus”  
https://www.vox.com/covid-19-coronavirus-us-response-trump/2020/4/12/21217646/pew-stu
dy-coronavirus-origins-conspiracy-theory-media 
 

“She’s been falsely accused of starting the coronavirus. Her life has been turned 
upside down.” 
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/27/tech/coronavirus-conspiracy-theory 
 

“The strange story behind the most notorious disinformation video of the 
coronavirus era” 
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/2020/05/14/the-strange-story-behind-the-most-noto
rious-disinformation-video-of-the-coronavirus-era.html 
 

“The comforting appeal of conspiracy theories” 
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/05/the-comforting-appeal-of-conspiracy-th
eories/611806/ 
 
“More than 40% of Republicans think Bill Gates will use COVID-19 vaccine to 
implant microchips, survey says” 
https://www.cnet.com/news/over-40-of-republicans-wrongly-believe-bill-gates-will-use-covid-
19-vaccines-to-implant-microchips-in-them/ 

 
“One in five English people believe COVID is a Jewish conspiracy - survey” 
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/antisemitism/one-in-five-english-people-believe-covid-is-a-je
wish-conspiracy-survey-629187 

 



“COVID-19 misinformation: pro-Trump and QAnon Twitter bots found to be the 
worst culprits” 
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2020/jun/01/covid-19-misinformation-pro-trump-and-q
anon-twitter-bots-found-to-be-worst-culprits?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“Anatomy of a COVID-19 conspiracy theory” 
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/10/889037310/anatomy-of-a-covid-19-conspiracy-theory 

 
 
COPING IN TIMES OF PANDEMICS  
 
“Think About the Best Case: How to Manage Coronavirus Anxiety”  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/22/think-about-the-best-case-scenario-how-to
-manage-coronavirus-anxiety 
 

“Some Tips on How to Stay Sane in a World That Isn’t” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/22/us/coronavirus-mental-health-anxiety-tips.html?algo=i
dentity&fellback=false&imp_id=220857822&imp_id=58971605&action=click&module=Smarter
%20Living&pgtype=Homepage 
 

“What Coronavirus Can Teach Us About Hope”  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/07/what-coronavirus-can-teach-us-about-hope-rebecca
-solnit 
 

“What Mutual Aid Can Do During a Pandemic” 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/05/18/what-mutual-aid-can-do-during-a-pande
mic 

 
“Your brain on COVID-19” 
https://thewalrus.ca/your-brain-on-covid-19/ 

 
“The role of cognitive dissonance in times of pandemics”  
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/07/role-cognitive-dissonance-pandemic/614
074/ 

 
 
CORONAVIRUS: HERE TO STAY? 
 
“WHO emergencies chief says novel coronavirus may be here to stay” 
http://cbc.ca/news/world/who-novel-coronavirus-1.5569227 

 



“The original Sars virus disappeared - here’s why coronavirus won’t be the same” 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/06/sars-covid-coronavirus-health-herd-immunity-virol
ogy/ 

 
“Why immunity to COVID-19 is so complicated” 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/coronavirus-immunity-complicated-180974
970/ 
 

“Will Canada see a second wave of Covid 19?”  
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/06/25/will-canada-see-a-second-wave-of-covid-19-t
his-is-what-other-countries-are-seeing.html 
 
 
ETHICAL ISSUES  
 
“Restarting America Means That People Will Die When We Do It? Five Thinkers 
Weigh Moral Choices in a Crisis” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/10/magazine/coronavirus-economy-debate.html?a
ction=click&module=Well&pgtype=Homepage&section=The%20New%20York%20Tim
es%20Magazine 
 

“They are willing to be injected with the coronavirus vaccine. Is this an ethical way 
to test a vaccine?” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2020/05/07/theyve-pledged-to-receive-a-live-c
oronavirus-to-test-a-vaccine-can-human-challenge-trials-be-ethical.html 
 
“WHO conditionally backs COVID-19 vaccine trials that infect people.” 
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/may/08/who-conditionally-backs-covid-19-vaccin
e-trials-that-infect-people?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 

“Will coronavirus change our attitudes to death? Quite the opposite.” Yuval Noah 
Harari 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/apr/20/yuval-noah-harari-will-coronavirus-change-
our-attitudes-to-death-quite-the-opposite?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“Fair allocation of scarce medical resources in the time of COVID-19”, New 
England Journal of Medicine 
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMsb2005114 
 
“Ethical dilemma: Who should get COVID-19 vaccine first?” 
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/ethical-dilemma-who-should-get-a-covid-19-vacci
ne-first-1.4977914 



 

“What Do You Owe Your neighbour? The Pandemic Might Change Your Answer”  
“https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/16/opinion/coronavirus-inequality-solid
arity-poll.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage 

 
 
FISSURES IN OUR SOCIETY REFLECTED AND HIGHLIGHTED BY THE PANDEMIC  
 
“How the World’s Richest Country Ran Out of a 75-Cent Face Mask” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/25/opinion/coronavirus-face-mask.html?action=clic
k&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage 
 

“A virus is more than a biological organism. It's a social organism. It detects 
fissures in societies and fault lines between communities.” Historian Nancy 
Bristow shares the lessons about human behavior that we can take away 
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/hidden-brain/id1028908750?i=1000469285023 

 
“Inequality Doesn’t Just Make Pandemics Worse. It could Cause Them”  
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/12/inequality-pandemic-lockdo
wn?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“Racial toll of coronavirus grows even starker as more data emerges in U.S.” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/world/us/2020/04/18/racial-toll-of-coronavirus-grows-e
ven-starker-as-more-data-emerges-in-us.html 
 
“New report notes rise in coronavirus-linked anti-semitic hate speech” 
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/21/839748857/new-report-n
otes-rise-in-coronavirus-linked-anti-semitic-hate-speech 

 
“Disease Has Never Just Been Disease for Native Americans” 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/04/disease-has-never-been-just-disease-nati
ve-americans/610852/ 

 
“COVID-19 pandemic unleashing tsunami of hate” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/coronvirus-un-fear-xenophobia-1.5561069 
 
“With anti-Asian sentiments rising, Asian people are imagining what life will look 
like post-pandemic” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/05/12/with-anti-asian-sentiments-rising-asian-peopl
e-are-imagining-what-life-will-look-like-post-pandemic.html 

 
 



“The pandemic will leave the poor further disadvantaged” 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/pandemics-poor-rich-economics-coronavirus-covi
d19 

 
“New data show that minorities and low-income earners are more susceptible to 
COVID-19” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-how-covid-19-is-exposing-canadas-
socioeconomic-inequalities/ 
 
“Covid 19 could set women back decades”  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/29/covid-19-crisis-could-set-women-back-dec
ades-experts-fear?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“The coronavirus backlash: How the pandemic is destroying women’s rights” 
https://amp.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/jun/23/the-coronavirus-backlash-how-the-pan
demic-is-destroying-womens-rights 
 
“The coronavirus has laid bare the reality of America’s caste system” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/may/27/coronavirus-america-racial-caste-
system?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“As 100,000 die, the virus lays bare America’s brutal fault lines - race, gender, 
poverty and broken politics” 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/may/28/us-coronavirus-death-toll-racial-disparit
y-inequality?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“The inequalities exposed by this pandemic are about to get even worse.” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/may/31/inequalities-pandemic-worse-loc
kdown-privilege 

 
“How racism spread around the world alongside COVID-19” 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/06/just-like-covid-19-racism-is-spreading-around-the-
world/ 
 
“Differing COVID-19 rates around Toronto underline enduring gaps in well-being” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/toronto/article-differing-covid-19-rates-around-tor
onto-underline-enduring-gaps-in/ 
 
“One country, two pandemics: What COVID-19 reveals about inequality in 
Canada” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/pandemic-covid-coronavirus-cerb-unemployment-1.561040
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“Disaster looms for indigenous communities as COVID-19 cases multiply in the 
Amazon” 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/2020/06/disaster-looms-indigenous-amazon-trib
es-covid-19-cases-multiply/?cmpid=org=ngp::mc=crm-email::src=ngp::cmp=editorial::add=Speci
alEdition_20200612&rid=37CAF432789ECFA7A13EE45152A0F986 
 
“‘Extreme inequality was the preexisting condition: How COVID-10 widened 
America’s wealth gap” 
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/extreme-inequality-preexisting-condition-covid-19-widened-
americas/story?id=71401975 

 
“COVID-19 disproportionally impacting Black communities, people of colour in 
Toronto” 
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2020/07/09/race-data-covid-toronto/ 

 
“Global catastrophe looms as COVID-19 fuels inequality” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/11/global-catastrophe-looms-as-covid-1
9-fuels-inequality?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
 
THE FUTURE: THE WORLD AFTER THE CORONAVIRUS  
 
Architecture and cities  
“Smart Lifts.Lonely Workers, no Towers or Tourists: Architecture After 
Coronavirus”  
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/apr/13/smart-lifts-lonely-workers-no-tower
s-architecture-after-covid-19-coronavirus 
 
“Past pandemics changed the design of cities. Six ways COVID-19 could do the 
same.” 
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2020-04-22/coronavirus-pandemics-archi
tecture-urban-design 
 
“How do you build a city for a pandemic?” 
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20200424-how-do-you-build-a-city-for-a-pandemic?xtor=
ES-213-[BBC News Newsletter]-2020May19-[coronavirus] 
 
“Coronavirus will reshape our cities - we just don’t know how yet” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/22/coronavirus-will-reshape-our-cities-we-jus
t-dont-know-how-yet?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 



 

“Will COVID-19 show us how to design better cities?” 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/may/24/will-covid-19-show-us-how-to-design-bet
ter-cities?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“COVID-19 might not change cities as much as previous pandemics.” 
https://www.economist.com/books-and-arts/2020/04/25/covid-19-might-not-change-cities-as-
much-as-previous-pandemics 

 
 
“Our cities serve only the wealthy. Coronavirus could change that” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/02/coronavirus-cities-elite-communit
y?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“How the coronavirus will reshape architecture” 
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/dept-of-design/how-the-coronavirus-will-reshape-archite
cture 
 
“Dystopia or Utopia? The future of cities could go either way” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/25/dystopia-or-utopia-the-future-of-c
ities-could-go-either-way?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
 
Politics and Economy  
“Power, equality, nationalism: how the pandemic will reshape the world” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/28/power-equality-nationalism-how-the-pand
emic-will-reshape-the-world 

 
“It’s the End of the World Economy as we Know It”  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/16/upshot/world-economy-restructuring-coronavirus.html
?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage 
 
“Coronavirus: Who Will be the Losers and Winners in the New World Order?” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/11/coronavirus-who-will-be-winners-and-loser
s-in-new-world-order 
 
“How Pandemics Have Remade Politics, Societies and Culture”  CBC Radio 
 https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fradio
%2Fthesundayedition%2Fthe-sunday-edition-for-april-5-2020-1.5518735%2Fhow-pandemics-h
ave-remade-politics-societies-and-culture-1.5518744&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7C7deabf9e28
b441e3868208d7dcea21d5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637220770



447919159&amp;sdata=3elswFrHP1uIH3ftzwbMJo3uE4hm7AnufWT7MGRrYco%3D&amp;reser
ved=0 
 

“To Heal from COVID-10, We Must Imagine a Different World”, Noam Chomsky, 
Robert Pollin and C.J. Polychroniou 
https://zcomm.org/znetarticle/to-heal-from-covid-19-we-must-imagine-a-different-worl
d/ 
 
“After the crisis, a new world won’t emerge as if by magic. We will have to fight 
for it” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/19/after-the-crisis-a-new-world-wont
-emerge-as-if-by-magic-we-will-have-to-fight-for-it?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“The post-coronavirus world is an opportunity for powers like Canada” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/video-post-coronavirus-world-an-opp
ortunity-for-powers-like-canada-former-u/ 
 
“Has the coronavirus crisis killed neoliberalism? Don’t count on it.” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/may/16/state-intervention-agenda-dont-
assume-neoliberalism-dead?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“How coronavirus is reshaping Europe in dangerous ways” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/14/how-coronavirus-is-reshaping-europe-in-d
angerous-ways?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“Will coronavirus lead to fairer societies? Thomas Piketty explores the prospect” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/12/will-coronavirus-lead-to-fairer-societies-th
omas-piketty-explores-the-prospect?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“The Pandemic Geopolitical Aftershocks Are Coming” 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/05/coronavirus-pandemic-second-wa
ve-geopolitics-instability/611668/ 
 
“Could the pandemic revive multilateralism?” 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/global-public-health-multilateralism-coronavirus-c
ovid-19/ 
 
“New report shows why a basic income makes sense during COVID-19 recovery” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2020/06/29/new-report-shows-why-a-basic-income-m
akes-sense-during-covid-19-recovery.html 
 



Malcolm Gladwell on “The World after COVID-19” – Munk Dialogue; and Globe 
and Mail interview 
https://munkdebates.com/dialogues/malcolm-gladwell 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/video-malcolm-gladwell-on-the-world-after-covid-19
/ 
 

“It’s 2022. What does life look like?” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/10/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-economy-two-years.html?
action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage 
 

Tourism  
“Things have to change: Tourism businesses look to a greener future” 
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/may/28/things-had-to-change-tourism-businesses-l
ook-to-a-greener-future?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“The end of Tourism” 
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/jun/18/end-of-tourism-coronavirus-pandemic-trav
el-industry?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“After COVID-19, we’ll never take vacations, watch movies or root for sports 
teams in the same way” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/article-post-coronavirus-future-of-travel-arts-and-sport
s 
 
“11 ways the pandemic will change travel” 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2020/06/15/11-ways-pandemic-will-change-travel/ 
 
Work  
“Coronavirus is giving us a glimpse of the future of work and it’s a nightmare.” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/may/04/coronavirus-is-giving-us-a-glimps
e-of-the-future-of-work-and-its-a-nightmare 
 
“Fast-moving trends will radically reshape the way Americans work and where we 
live” 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jackkelly/2020/05/24/fast-moving-trends-will-radically-reshape-
the-way-americans-work-and-where-we-live/#57a64035595f 
 

“Coronavirus is our chance to completely rethink what the economy is for” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/may/31/coronavirus-economy-change-pa
ndemic?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 



“It took the pandemic to shake us up: What COVID-19 has taught us about the 
nature of the way we work and what we must do to fix it for the safety and 
betterment of us all” 
https://www.thestar.com/business/2020/06/03/it-took-the-pandemic-to-shake-us-up-what-co
vid-19-has-taught-us-about-the-nature-of-the-way-we-work-and-what-we-must-do-to-fix-it-for-
the-safety-and-betterment-of-us-all.html 
 

“Only 13% of U.K. working parents want to go back to the ‘old normal’” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/28/only-13-of-uk-working-parents-want-to-go-
back-to-the-old-normal?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 

“The long unhappy history of working from home”  
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2
020%2F06%2F29%2Ftechnology%2Fworking-from-home-failure.html%3Faction%3Dclick%26mo
dule%3DEditors%2520Picks%26pgtype%3DHomepage&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7473a32f07914
0ec113d08d81c1b2f8f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C6372902503708
09621&sdata=Zyx%2Fji063NY6YRrjjgL83xDJfByLOjdVQcz1pMOaE%2Bc%3D&reserved=0 
 

“For small business owners, the pandemic proves it: millennials were right” 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/jul/05/small-business-owners-working-home-mil
lennials-covid 

 
“As we emerge from COVID-19, how can we build a better world of work?” 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/07/coronavirus-covid19-lockdown-change-society-tra
nsformation/ 

 
“The pandemic has accelerated demands for a more skilled work force” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/13/business/coronavirus-retraining-workers.html?action=c
lick&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage 
 

“End of the office: the quiet, grinding loneliness of working from home” 
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2020/jul/14/end-of-the-office-the-quiet-grinding-lonelin
ess-of-working-from-home?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“The future of workplaces: how COVID-19 will transform office life” 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jul/14/future-of-workplaces-covid-19-transform-
office-life?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
 
GOVERNMENT AND LEADERSHIP 
 



“As leaders seize powers to fight coronavirus, fear grows for democracy”, 
Washington Post, April 12, 2020 
https://apple.news/AJLvM34tjSGaln3RUYVcV3w 
 
 
 
“What do countries with the best coronavirus responses have in common? 
Women Leaders” 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/avivahwittenbergcox/2020/04/13/what-do-countries-with-the-b
est-coronavirus-reponses-have-in-common-women-leaders/#3b0c296a3dec 

 
“The pandemic seems to be giving Canadians warm feelings about the 
government. Can it last? ” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/coronavirus-pandemic-covid-government-polling-1.5533700 
 

“The state we’re in: Will the pandemic revolutionise the role of government?” 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/apr/26/government-state-role-pandemic-corona
virus?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“The WHO coronavirus: Why it can’t handle the pandemic.” 
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/apr/10/world-health-organization-who-v-coronavir
us-why-it-cant-handle-pandemic 
 

“Trudeau led his country out of a pandemic while Trump’s lack of leadership 
leaves the U.S. in deep crisis” 
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/08/politics/trump-justin-trudeau-coronavirus-north-american
-trade-agreement 
 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS 
 
“The Pandemic is a portal”, Arundhati Roy (India) 
https://www.ft.com/content/10d8f5e8-74eb-11ea-95fe-fcd274e920ca 

 
“How China’s using surveillance to tackle coronavirus” 
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-52104798/coronavirus-how-china-s-using-surveillan
ce-to-tackle-outbreak 

 
“Canada and Australia: A tale of two COVID-10 responses” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-canada-and-australia-a-tale-of-two-covid-1
9-responses/ 



 
“Has Sweden’s coronavirus strategy played into the hands of nationalists?” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2020/may/01/sweden-coronavirus-strat
egy-nationalists-britain?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“South Korea’s Secret” 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/05/whats-south-koreas-secret/611215/ 

 
“Argentina reacted early and kept the coronavirus largely contained” 
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/05/12/853837925/argentina-rea
cted-early-and-kept-the-coronavirus-largely-contained 

 
“It’s no accident Britain and America are the world’s biggest coronavirus losers.” 
https://amp.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/may/10/anglo-american-coronavirus-crisis 

 
“How did Britain fail so badly in dealing with COVID-19?” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/10/100-days-later-how-did-britain-fail-so-badl
y-in-dealing-with-covid-19?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“COVID-19 Lessons from Ireland: How one Nordic country has all but stopped the 
virus in its tracks” 
https://www.geekwire.com/2020/covid-19-lessons-iceland-one-nordic-country-stopped-virus-
tracks/ 

 
“How Iceland managed to beat the curve” 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/06/08/how-iceland-beat-the-coronavirus 

 
“Spain set for basic income to ease crisis pain” 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52707551?at_campaign=64&at_custom1=[post+typ
e]&at_custom2=twitter&at_custom3=@BBCWorld&at_custom4=CF21700C-98FE-11EA-AA73-4
A054844363C&at_medium=custom7 
 

“Could the ‘liberal’ Dutch have learned from Taiwan’s approach to coronavirus?” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/may/19/liberal-dutch-taiwan-coronavirus
-covid-19-netherlands?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 

“Sweden’s COVID-19 policy is a model for the right. It’s also a deadly folly” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2020/may/23/sweden-covid-19-policy-m
odel-for-right-also-a-deadly-folly?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 

“We should have done more, admits architect of Sweden’s COVID-19 strategy” 



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/03/architect-of-sweden-coronavirus-strategy-a
dmits-too-many-died-anders-tegnell?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“Germany, a global leader on COVID-19 response, cautiously comes out of 
lockdown” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/germany-coronavirus-covid-lockdown-merkel-1.5590731 

 
“Contract-tracing and peer pressure: How Japan has controlled coronavirus” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/06/contact-tracing-japan-coronavirus
-covid-19-patients-social-etiquette?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
 

“New Zealand says coronavirus ‘eliminated’ and life can resume without 
restrictions” 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/06/new-zealand-coronavirus-eliminated-restrictions-c
ovid19-jacinda-arden/ 

 
“How did New Zealand succeed against COVID-19 as Ontario and other parts of 
Canada struggle?” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/06/08/how-did-new-zealand-succeed-against-covid-
19-as-ontario-and-other-parts-of-canada-struggle.html 

 
“From celebration to dismay: the week COVID-19 re-emerged in New Zealand” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/19/from-celebration-to-dismay-the-week-covid
-19-re-emerged-in-new-zealand?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“In the U.S., coronavirus is a failure decades in the making. Is there time to do 
better?” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/us-politics/article-americas-other-crisis-covid-19-is-a
-failure-decades-in-the-making/ 

 
“What countries did right and wrong in responding to the pandemic” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/covid-19-coronavirus-pandemic-countries-response-1.56178
98 
 

“Graph shows stark difference in U.S. and E.U. responses to COVID-19” 
https://www.cnn.com/videos/us/2020/06/22/united-states-europe-coronavirus-covid-19-pand
emic-comparison-sanjay-gupta-ldn-vpx.cnn 
 

“A tale of two pandemics: How Germany got it right, and Britain blundered” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/24/germany-coronavirus-britain-healt
h-spending-test-trace?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 



 

“With novel testing program, Iceland’s COVID-19 battle a model for the world” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/world/article-with-novel-testing-program-icelands-covid-1
9-battle-a-model-for-the/ 
 

 
“Revealed: data shows 10 countries risking second wave as lockdown relaxed” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2020/jun/25/revealed-data-shows-10-cou
ntries-risking-coronavirus-second-wave-as-lockdown-relaxed?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Othe 
prepare-for-the-next-one/ 

 
“The lessons Canada can learn from the U.S.’s mishandling of COVID-19” 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/us-covid-19-surge-canada-1.5628979 
 

“‘It’s like night and day’: Trudeau’s and Trump’s Covid-19 responses fuel wildly 
different outcomes” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/09/canada-coronavirus-us-justin-trudeau-donal
d-trump?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“Once a source of pride, Israel’s Covid response now a cautionary tale for the 
world” 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/once-a-source-of-pride-israels-covid-response-now-a-cautionar
y-tale-for-world/ 

 
“How Sweden screwed up” 
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/07/coronavirus-covid-sweden-herd-immunity.html 
 

“How tiny Uruguay, wedged between Brazil and Argentina, has avoided the worst 
of the coronavirus” 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/coronavirus-uruguay-paraguay-brazil-a
rgentina/2020/07/20/a7894830-c57c-11ea-a99f-3bbdffb1af38_story.html 

 
 
LITERATURE 
 

Books to read  
Camus, Albert, The Plague 
 
Boccaccio, Decameron  (Black Death in Florence) 
 
Defoe, Daniel, A Journal of the Plague Year (Bubonic plague, 1665) 



 
Donoghue, Emma, “The Pull of the Stars” (influenza epidemic, 1918), (release 
date: July 21, 2020)  
 
Pepys, Samuel, The Diary of Samuel Pepys (London plague, 1665) 
 
Porter, Katherine Ann, Pale Horse/Pale Rider (influenza epi demic, 1918) 
 
 
Understanding plague literature  
“Camus and the Political Tests of a Pandemic” 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/camus-and-the-political-tests-of-a-pandem
ic 

 
“What would Boccaccio say about COVID-19?” 
http://bostonreview.net/arts-society/paula-findlen-what-would-boccaccio-say-about-covid-19 

 
Defoe, Daniel, “A Journal of the Plague Year” 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2020/apr/28/a-journal-of-the-plague-year-by-
daniel-defoe-is-our-reading-group-book-for-may?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“Emma Donogue talks about her new novel, The Pull of the Stars ” 
https://www.theatlantic.com/books/archive/2020/05/emma-donoghue-interview-the-pull-of-t
he-stars-the-blood-tax/610828/ 
 

“Emma Donoghue takes on the great flu in her new book, ‘The Pull of the Stars’” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/article-emma-donoghue-takes-on-the-great-flu
-in-her-new-book-the-pull-of-the/ 
 
“The Very First Pandemic Blogger” ( The Diary of Samuel Pepys ) 
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/05/andrew-sullivan-blogging-a-17th-century-pandemic.
html?utm_source=pocket&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pockethits 
 

“What the Great Pandemic Novels Teach us”, Orhan Pamuk 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/23/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-orhan-pamuk.html?action
=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepag 

 
“What Shakespeare actually wrote about the plague” 
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/what-shakespeare-actually-wrote-abo
ut-the-plague 
 

“The end of coronavirus: what plague literature tells us about our future” 



https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/may/01/the-end-of-coronavirus-what-plague-litera
ture-tells-us-about-our-future?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“The Literature of Plagues Gives Us Words to Live By” 
https://www.wired.com/story/literature-of-plagues-gives-us-words-to-live-by/ 
 

“David Bergen on pandemic reading: The stories are not about the plague and 
death but about life” 
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/books/2020/05/08/david-bergen-on-pandemic-readi
ng-the-stories-are-not-about-the-plague-and-death-but-about-life.html 
 

“Shakespeare lost his son to the plague: A novel asks how it shaped his art” 
(O’Farrell, Maggie Hamnet) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/17/books/review/hamnet-maggie-ofarrell.html?action=clic
k&module=Well&pgtype=Homepage§ion=Book Review 
 
“The real Hamnet died centuries ago, but this novel is timeless” 
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/21/893184307/the-real-hamnet-died-centuries-ago-but-this-no
vel-is-timeless 
 
 

Reading during a pandemic  
“Why Do We Read Plague Stories” 
https://catapult.co/stories/reading-plague-literature-in-the-time-of-coronavirus-gabrielle-bellot 
 
“Covid 19 has changed the way we read” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/books/article-covid-19-has-changed-the-way-we-read
/ 
 
“How Stoics are speaking to locked-down readers” 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2020/apr/16/how-stoics-are-speaking-to-
locked-down-readers 
 
“How we read in a pandemic”, Siri Hustvedt  
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=
2ahUKEwisk6HS7qTpAhWSXc0KHZ4oD90QFjABegQIBRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.
newsbreak.com%2Fnews%2F0OjgZT1C%2Ffairy-tales-and-facts-siri-hustvedt-on-how-we-read
-in-a-pandemic&usg=AOvVaw2ssjRsQqlSItl-rqNFrgoV 
 

“Why anxious readers under quarantine turn to Virginia Woolf’s ‘Mrs. Dalloway’” 
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/why-anxious-readers-under-quarantine-turn-
to-virginia-woolfs-mrs-dalloway 



 
 
MUSIC  
 

“The 1919 Influenza Blues” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-QzjvjqMNA 
 
“What is the real meaning behind Ring around the Rosie” 
https://www.sporcle.com/blog/2017/08/real-meaning-behind-ring-around-the-rosie 
 
“The 1918 Pandemic’s impact on music? Surprisingly little” 
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music/2020/05/07/the-1918-pandemics-impact-on-
music-surprisingly-little.html 
 
 
 

PAST PANDEMICS (EPIDEMICS, PLAGUES)  
 
General  
“Making History: How a pandemic took the world by surprise”, Margaret 
MacMillan 
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theglobeandmail.c
om%2Fopinion%2Farticle-making-history-how-a-pandemic-took-the-world-by-surprise%2F&am
p;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfae11b5d04c440571b6208d7f504be03%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaa
aaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637247273017303084&amp;sdata=Eg7FImHunuK13AiJHYV%2BJOsQc
i7MYdzc4yasyUxhu60%3D&amp;reserved=0 
 
“400 years of Quarantine”  
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/the-lrb-podcast/id510327102?i=1000469990529 
 

Listen to Contagion and Viruses from Arts & Ideas on Apple Podcasts. 
 https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/arts-ideas/id140685432?i=1000468917772 
 
“What History Can Teach Us About Building A Fairer Society After Coronavirus” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/18/history-fairer-society-coronavirus-
workers-black-death-spanish-flu?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“COVID-19: When history has no lessons” 
www.historyworkshop.org.uk 

 
Listen to The Terrors or the Time: Lessons from historic plagues from Ideas on 
Apple Podcasts 



https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/ideas/id151485663?i=1000471828110 

 
“Lessons from History: What Can Past Pandemics Teach Us About Covid19?” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYTUPPzgFlw 
 

“What History Tells Us About Epidemics”, Granta 
https://granta.com/what-history-tells-us-about-epidemics/ 
 
“History’s deadliest pandemics from Ancient Rome to modern America”    
History's deadliest pandemics, from ancient Rome to modern ...www.washingtonpost.com › 
graphics › local › retropolis 

 
 
 
“Thucydides and the plague of Athens and what it can teach us now” 
https://theconversation.com/thucydides-and-the-plague-of-athens-what-it-can-teach-us-now-1
33155 
 

“What social distancing looked like in 1666” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/29/opinion/covid-plague-samuel-pepys.html?smid=em-sh
are 
 

“Plague Time: Simon Schama on what history tells us” 
https://www.ft.com/content/279dee4a-740b-11ea-95fe-fcd274e920ca 

 
“Pandemics and the Shape of Human History” 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/04/06/pandemics-and-the-shape-o
f-human-history 
 
“Conspiracy Theories, Class Tension, Political Intrigue: Lessons from France’s 
Mishandling of a 19th Century Cholera Outbreak” 
https://time.com/5837393/paris-cholera-lessons/ 
 
“From Black Death to fatal flu, past pandemics show us why people on the 
margins suffer most” 
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/05/black-death-fatal-flu-past-pandemics-show-why-p
eople-margins-suffer-most?utm_source=newsfromscience=flipboard=flipboard2460259 

 
“Social Distancing and Blame: Lessons from Past Pandemics” (U. of T. on-line 
lecture) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwGfXek29ME&feature=youtu.be 



 
“There is revolution in the air now, but history shows us the old order will fight 
back” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/may/18/revolution-history-fight-back-cor
onavirus-policies-vulnerable?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“From infodemics to lockdowns: The stories behind a pandemic vocabulary” 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/fascinating-origins-pandemic-terms/ 

 
“Historian Niall Ferguson comparies COVID-19 to past pandemics” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/video-historian-niall-ferguson-compares-covid-19-
to-past-pandemics/ 

 
R.G. Roberston, Rotting Face: Smallpox and the American Indian 
 
“The architectural record reveals something strange about diseases throughout 
history” 
https://www.inverse.com/science/what-the-archaeological-record-reveals-about-epidemics-thr
oughout-history-the-human-response-to-them 
 
“These 4 Pandemics Changed the Course of History” (The Black Death, the 
Justinianic Plague, Cocoliztli Disease; and The 1918 Flu) 
https://www.discovermagazine.com/health/these-4-pandemics-changed-the-course-of-human-
history 
 

“How Pandemics End”  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/10/health/coronavirus-plague-pandemic-history.html?algo
=identity&fellback=false&imp_id=183528433&imp_id=554842677&action=click&module=Scien
ce%20%20Technology&pgtype=Homepage 

 
“History’s crystal ball: What the past can tell us about COVID-19” 
https://theconversation.com/historys-crystal-ball-what-the-past-can-tell-us-about-covid-19-an
d-our-future-140512 

 
“12 Surprising Things That Only Exist Due to Pandemics” 
https://www.fodors.com/news/photos/can-we-predict-our-post-coronavirus-future-by-looking
-at-past-pandemics 
 

“Your ancestors knew death the way you never will” 
i https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/15/sunday-review/coronavirus-history-pandemics.html 
 

“Mass deaths are not inevitable”  



https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/15/sunday-review/coronavirus-history-pandemics.html?ac
tion=click&module=Well&pgtype=Homepage&section=Sunday%20Review 

 
“How humanity’s response to epidemic disease has stayed the same throughout 
history” 
https://www.ranker.com/list/historical-response-to-epidemic-disease/genevieve-carlton 

 
 
 
1918 Influenza  
Bristow, Nancy, American Pandemic: The Lost Worlds of the 1918 Influenza 
Epidemic (not available at TPL) 
 
Barry, John M., The Great Influenza: The Story of the Deadliest Pandemic in 
History 
 
“Woodrow Wilson’s Case of the Flu and How Pandemics Change History”, The 
New Yorker 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/woodrow-wilsons-case-of-the-flu-and-how
-pandemics-change-history 

 
“A pandemic nearly derailed the women’s suffrage movement” 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/2020/04/pandemic-nearly-derailed-womens-suff
rage-movement/ 

 
The Deadliest Virus Ever (Spanish Flu), Malcom Gladwell, New Yorker 1997  
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1997/09/29/the-dead-zone 
 

“What the 1918 flu pandemic teaches us about whether social distancing works.” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/29/us-responses-1918-flu-pan
demic-offer-stark-lessons-coronavirus-now?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
“A Historian’s View of the Coronavirus Epidemic and the Influenza of 1918” 
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/video-dept/a-historians-view-of-the-coronavirus-pand
emic-and-the-influenza-of-1918 

 
“What we can learn from 1918 influenza diaries” 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/what-we-can-learn-1918-influenza-diaries-18097
4614/ 

 

“Why are There Almost NO memorials to the Flu of 1918?” 



https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/14/business/1918-flu-memorials.html?action=click&modul
e=News&pgtype=Homepage 
 

“ Deadly 2nd wave of Spanish flu pandemic of 1918 may hold clues for reopening 
today | CBC News ” 
http://cbc.ca/news/world/1918-pandemic-flu-coronavirus-1.5566524 
 

“Compare the flu pandemic of 1918 and COVID-19 with caution” 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/compare-flu-pandemic-1918-and-covid-19-c
aution-180975040/ 
 
“The deadliest virus ever known” (by Malcolm Gladwell” 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1997/09/29/the-dead-zone 

 
“What happened when Americans had to wear masks during the 1918 Flu 
Pandemic” 
http://www.openculture.com/2020/07/what-happened-when-americans-had-to-wear-masks-
during-the-1918-flu-pandemic.html 

 
“The Spanish Flu rewrote history. Will this pandemic do the same?” 
https://thewalrus.ca/the-spanish-flu-rewrote-history-will-this-pandemic-do-the-same/ 
 

Marrin, Albert Very, Very, Very Dreadful: The Influenza Pandemic of 1918” 
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/detail.jsp?Entt=RDM3652710&R=3652710 

 
AIDS 

“In This Pandemic, Personal Echoes of the AIDS 
Crisis” https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/18/us/coronavirus-aids-epidemic-lessons.html?acti

on=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage 

Black Death  
Four Hundred Years of Quarantine from The LRB Podcast on Apple Podcasts.  
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/the-lrb-podcast/id510327102?i=1000469990529 
 

“The Black Death, COVID-19 and Universal Basic Income”, History Workshop 
www.historyworkshop.org.uk  
 

“The Black Death - The world’s most devastating plague”, Great Courses (available 
from the TPL and Kanopy) 
https://www.thegreatcourses.com/courses/the-black-death-the-worlds-most-devastating-plag
ue.html 



 

“Black Death shows how disease changes daily life.” 
https://www.futurity.org/black-death-bubonic-plague-italy-2364662/ 
 
Tuchman, Barbara, A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century  (The Black 
Plague) 
 
Kelly, John, The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death 
 
 
Polio 

“Eighty years after polio swept North America, we’re still learning lessons from 
‘the crippler’” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/insight/2020/04/19/eighty-years-later-lessons-from-the-crippl
er.html 
 
 
Typhoid Fever 
“How Typhoid Mary left a trail of secrecy and death” 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52291327 

 
 
Yellow Fever  
“The yellow fever outbreak of 1793: Nine observations and lessons” 

https://allthingsliberty.com/2020/03/the-yellow-fever-outbreak-of-1793-nine-observations-a
nd-lessons/ 

 
 

PLANNING FOR THE NEXT PANDEMIC 
 

“A New Coronavirus is teaching us new lessons Canada’s former top doctor says 
we should study them now” 
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=
2ahUKEwitr-m07aTpAhUTQ80KHSZZB7sQFjAAegQIARAB&url=https://www.thestar.com/politics
/federal/2020/04/10/a-new-coronavirus-is-teaching-us-new-lessons-canadas-former-top-docto
r-says-we-should-study-them-now.html&usg=AOvVaw36ESeG90nSnrNsbulgwXtZ 
 

“COVID-10 lessons: How to ensure we don’t forget the really important stuff 
when we move past the pandemi c”, Scott Mitchell, CBC News 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/opinion/opinion-covid-crisis-memory-learning-lessons-1.5525237 
 



“World needs to learn COVID-19 lessons and create one ambitious plan for the 
next pandemic” 
https://www.thestar.com/business/opinion/2020/06/13/world-needs-to-learn-covid-19s-lesso
ns-and-create-one-ambitious-plan-for-the-next-pandemic.html 
 

“Pandemics are here to stay. Here’s how we should prepare for the next one.” 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/06/pandemics-are-here-to-stay-heres-how-we-should
- 
 
“How Scientists Could Stop the Next Pandemic Before it Starts” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/21/magazine/pandemic-vaccine.html?action=click&modul
e=Well&pgtype=Homepage&section=The%20New%20York%20Times%20Magazine 
 

“Canada’s lost months : when Covid 19’s first wave hit, government and health 
officials were scattered and slow to act” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/investigations/article-canadas-lost-m
onths-when-covid-19s-first-wave-hit-governments-and/ 
 
 
POETRY  

“Priest in Ireland pens touching poem about coronavirus lockdown” 
https://www.irishcentral.com/news/coronavirus-lockdown-poem 

“Carol Ann Duffy leads British poets in creating a ‘living record’ of coronavirus” 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/apr/20/carol-ann-duffy-leads-british-poets-coronav
irus-imtiaz-dharker-jackie-kay 
 
Together in a Sudden Strangeness; America's Poets Respond to the Pandemic, ed. 

Alice Quinn  (published by Knopf as an ebook, June 9, 2020; hardcover edition to 

be released November, 2020) 

 
 

PREVENTING FUTURE PANDEMICS  
 
The importance and protection of the natural world  
“The best way to avoid future pandemics? Protect the natural world” 



https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/seychelles-conservation-nature-coronavirus-pand
emics/ 
 

 
“To prevent pandemics, stop disrespecting nature” 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/05/to-prevent-pandemics-stop-disrespecti
ng-nature/ 
 

 
 
 
“‘Promiscuous treatment of nature’ will lead to more pandemics” 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/may/07/promiscuous-treatment-of-nature-
will-lead-to-more-pandemics-scientists?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“The Pandemic is Not a Natural Disaster. The Coronavirus isn’t just a public health 
crisis. It’s an ecological one.”  
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-inquiry/the-pandemic-is-not-a-natural-disaster
?utm_source=onsite-share&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=onsite-share&utm_brand=th
e-new-yorker 
 
“Coronavirus is a warning to us to mend our broken relationship with nature” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/17/coronavirus-warning-broken-relati
onship-nature?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
“Pandemics result from destruction of nature”  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/17/pandemics-destruction-nature-un-who-legi
slation-trade-green-recovery?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 

“How humanity unleashed a flood of new disease”  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/17/magazine/animal-disease-covid.html?action=click&mo
dule=Editors%20Picks&pgtype=Homepage 
 
“The Pandemic is not a Natural Disaster” 
 https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-inquiry/the-pandemic-is-not-a-natural-disaste
r 
 

“How to treat the cause by preventing the emergence of pandemic viruses in the 
first place” (lecture) 
https://nutritionfacts.org/video/pandemics-history-prevention/ 
 

“How humanity unleashed a flood of zoonotic viruses”  



https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/17/magazine/animal-disease-covid.html?action=click&mo
dule=Well&pgtype=Homepage&section=The%20New%20York%20Times%20Magazine 
 

“CBC News: Green recovery?” 
http://www.cbc.ca/1.5636391 
 

Treatment and breeding of animals  
“People fear what they don’t know: the battle over wet markets”  
https://www.theguardian.com/food/2020/jun/17/food-live-animal-markets-new-york-coronavi
rus?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
 
“We have to wake up: Factory farms are breeding grounds for pandemics” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/20/factory-farms-pandemic-risk-covid
-animal-human-health?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

 
Lecture about Animal Husbandry and Pandemics 
https://nutritionfacts.org/video/pandemics-history-prevention/ 
 
“World treating symptoms not cause of pandemics, says UN report” 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/06/coronavirus-world-treating-symptoms-not-c
ause-pandemics-un-report?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
 
SENIORS’ ISSUES 
 
“The proportion of COVID-19 deaths in long-term care was measured in 14 
countries. Canada had the worst record.” 
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2020/05/06/the-proportion-of-covid-19-deaths-in-long-ter
m-care-was-measured-in-14-countries-canada-had-the-worst-record.html 
 

“The pandemic has amplified ageism” 
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-05-01/coronavirus-pandemic-has-amplified-ag
eism 

 
“Caring for the Elderly During Covid 19” Mcgill Web inar  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tw7_3PSmIYY&t=1s 
 

“An Economist Explains How Ageing Societies Should Respond to Pandemics”, 
World Economic Forum 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/how-aging-societies-should-respond-to-pandemi
cs/ 



 

“Canada ranks among worst in OECD for long-term care deaths” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-new-data-show-canada-ranks-among-world
s-worst-for-ltc-deaths/ 
 
 

“Report calls on Ottawa to overhaul long-term care system” 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-report-calls-on-ottawa-to-overhaul-long-ter
m-care-system/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


