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1 The definition and role of investigative journalism 
 

2 The impact of social media, clickbait and influencers on investigative journalism 
 • decline of investigative journalistic standards 

 • decline in the role of print publications 
 

3 Explore an influential piece of investigative journalism – what was investigated? 
what was revealed? what impact did it have? What if it had not been written? 
 
Here are some examples: 

 • Edward R Murrow – The Menace of McCarthyism 

• Jessica Mitford – The American Way of Death 

• Eric Schlosser – Fast Food Nation 

• Linda Melvern – Rwandan Genocide 

• Seymour M. Hersch – The Massacre at My Lai 

• John Pilger – Year Zero; the Silent Death of Cambodia 

• Max du Preez and Jacques Pauw – Exposing the Apartheid Death Squad 

• Philip Knightley – The Thalidomide Scandal 

• Jo Wilding – Eyewitness to Falluja 

• Justin Elliott and Laura Sullivan – How the Red Cross Raised Half a Billion 
Dollars for Haiti and Only Built 6 Homes 

• Brian Deer – MMR Vaccine Controversy 

• Megha Rajagopalan – Built to Last (Xinjiang Detention Camps) 
 
  

4 Is Michael Moore an investigative journalist? 
 

5 Pulitzer Prize / Goldsmith Prize – prizes for investigative journalism 
Why are these award programs important? Many of the stories have a local focus. 
Select a piece of investigative journalism that has won a Pulitzer or Goldsmith Prize – 
what was investigated? what was revealed? what impact did it have? What if it have 
not been written? 
 
 

6 With the decline in the print journalism platform, investigative journalism has 
needed other platforms to provide a safe haven to ensure the stories are shared. 
Many also focus on specific issues like gun control or drugs. What role do they play? 



Are they critical? What issues do they focus on? Here are some of the platforms – 
select one or two and take a look: 

• The Trace 

• Mother Jones 

• Propublica 

• The Marshall Project 

• Longreads 
 

7 Portrayal of investigative journalists in literature and film 
 

8 The Face-to-Face approach – 60 Minutes, Fifth Estate etc. 
 

9 The investigative process 
 

10. The Muckrakers – known as the original investigative reporters – were reform-
minded journalists from 1890 to 1920 whose name derived from the fact that they 
dug deep to find the facts to uncover corruption – primarily in established 
institutions and politics. It was their work that uncovered the corruption in 
Tammany Hall and the activities of Boss Tweed. 

 


