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Welcome to “Ancient Greece from Homer to Alexander” and thank you for 
registering. We look forward to a workshop full of great ideas, interesting 
presentations and much lively discussion. 

How is this topic organized? 

The workshop is organized chronologically, beginning with a discussion of 
Homer’s great epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey, possibly composed in the 8th 
Century BCE, as well as the major events leading up to the founding of democracy 
in Athens in 506 BC. Our Presentation Schedule then takes us through the great 
political and military developments that shaped the Greek world, complemented 
by an examination of the philosophy, poetry and drama, art and architecture, and 
mathematical advances that mark the classical Greek era as among the most 
significant in western history. The workshop concludes with presentations on the 
achievements of Aristotle (384-322 BCE) and Alexander the Great (356-323 BCE) 
and of the legacy of ancient Greece. 

There are two presentations opportunities in each 2-hour session, to be chosen 
from among three possible topics. Participants can also suggest their own topics. 
Each presentation of 20 – 30 minutes is followed by a 25–35-minute period of 
discussion and questions, for a total of 55 minutes. 

What references are available? 

Libraries of books have been published on the history of ancient Greece. Here are 
five that Martin and David have found particularly helpful: 

Boardman, Griffin & Murry, The Oxford History of the Classical World. 1986, 1988 
reissued 2001 as The Oxford History of Greece and the Classical World. 
Approximately 300 pages on ancient Greece. 7 circulating copies in Toronto Public 
Library, plus one reference copy. 
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Buckley, Aspects of Ancient Greece, 750-323 BC: a source based approach. 2010, 
526 pp, TPL has two circulating copies, one reference copy 

Cahill, Sailing the Wine Dark Seas: Why the Greeks Matter. 2003, 305 pp. TPL has 
6 circulating copies, one reference copy and two e-books. The Table of Contents 
and Introduction of this book are posted on the ALLTO website.  Ancient-Greece-

Wine-Sea-Apr-6-2022.pdf (allto.ca) 

Cartledge, Ancient Greece, A Very Short Introduction. 2011, 184 pp. TPL has no 
copies but the paperback and Kindle versions can be purchased from Amazon for 
under $12. 

Barr, The Will of Zeus. 1961, 496 pp. Toronto Reference Library has one non-
circulating copy 

What now? 

We suggest that you select a presentation topic as soon as possible, to ensure you 
get a topic that is of particular interest to you. Once you have selected it, contact 
Martin with the subject you wish to present. The Presentation Schedule will be 
updated throughout the summer and e-mailed to all members from time to time. 
(Contact Martin so that there is only one copy of the schedule being updated.) 

If you have any questions about choosing or preparing a presentation topic, 
please feel free to speak with Martin or David. We will be pleased to help. 

Presenters are asked to provide background on their topic two weeks before the 
presentation date so that participants can prepare. This item could be a short 
academic article or chapter from a book, a Wikipedia entry or a web posting or  
YouTube video. 

Enjoy your summer and we look forward to seeing you in the fall. 
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