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Facilitators’ Notes for “  Rule Breakers in the Arts”  

ZOOM only Tuesdays Week 1 @12 noon-2PM 

 

Our workshop features artists and art movements in a variety of creative fields.  Their ground-breaking 

work made a strong impact and led to a new development in that art form. There are several well-

known rule breakers, such a Picasso, however we wish primarily  to bring attention to lesser-known 

artists who have profoundly influenced their artistic media. We will discuss a variety of the arts and, 

since there are only 24 workshop sessions, we will limit the number of presentations devoted to any 

one art medium.  As is the custom in the Academy, after registration participants who “reserve” their 

presentation topics first will be given priority. 

 

Below are examples of arts categories we plan to discuss, a few artists and movements suggested for 

presentation, and a way that they broke the rules of the status quo.  Once we receive our we will 

circulate a fuller list for your topic selection.  Subjects suggested by participants will also be considered. 

 

DRAWING and PAINTING: 

Georges Braque — Cubism  

Georges Seurat — Pointillism, a scientific approach to colour 

The French Impressionist Movement - painting “en plein air” 

Salvador Dali — Surrealism 

Clyfford Still — Abstract Expressionist 

Jasper Johns — Pop Art 

 

SCULPTURE: 

Sculptures of the Renaissance  

Barbara Hepworth  — semi-abstract & modern sculpture 

Alexander Calder — kinetic sculpture 

Alberto Giacometti — representation of people 

Constantin Brancusi — geometric influence in art 

Jeff Koons— pop culture in art  

Louise Bourgeois — large-scale sculptures and installation art 
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PHOTOGRAPHY : 

Louis Daguerre — popularization of new medium 

Henri Cartier-Bresson — “the decisive moment” 

Dorothea Lange — documentary photography 

Robert Capa — capturing warfare 

Diane Arbus — images of marginalized individuals 

Man Ray — innovative techniques  

Robert Mapplethorpe — depiction of sexual identity 

 

ARCHITECTURE and DESIGN:  

Filippo Brunelleschi — first modern engineer/architect 

Louis Sullivan — father of the skyscrapers 

Daniel Libeskind — post-modern, complex designs 

Le Corbusier (Charles-Edourard Jeanneret) — functionalism and social organization 

Antoni Gaudí – unique modernism 

Georges-Eugène Haussmann — social engineering through  redevelopment 

 

FILM: 

Georges Mélies — technical and narrative innovations 

D. W. Griffith — early blockbuster films 

Sergei Eisenstein — film theorist and director  

Norman Maclaren — artistic animation techniques 

Alice Guy-Blaché – early commercial film maker 

Walt Disney – commercialization of animation 

La Nouvelle Vague, the French new Wave (e.g., Godard, Truffaut, Resnais, etc.) — filmic 

experimentation  
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MUSIC: 

Carlo Gesualdo, Prince of Venosa — first use of chromaticism circa 1600 

Richard Wagner — innovation in opera 

Charles Ives — experimental musical techniques 

Early developers of jazz — e.g., Louis Armstrong and/or others  

Arnold Shoenberg — atonal and 12-tone music 

Karlheinz Stockhausen — use of electronic music  

David Bowie — reinvention of musical presentation 

 

DANCE: 

Vaslav Nijinsky — dancer and choreographer who pushed boundaries 

Isadora Duncan — interpretive dance 

Martha Graham —modern dance  

Tap Dance in movie musicals — e.g, Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, the Nicholas Brothers, etc.  

Merce Cunningham — independence of dance using abstract dance forms 

George Balanchine — neoclassical, non-narrative choreography 


