
 

A VERY SHORT INTRODUCTION: 

 

Below is a quote from the VSI website: 

 

“ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introduction series from Oxford 

University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. 

These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject 

quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, 

and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable. 

 

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.  It 

furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship and 

education by publishing worldwide. 

 

Oxford's Very Short Introduction offers concise and original introductions 

to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, and 

Literary Theory to History. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume 

provides trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and complete--

discussions of the central issues in a given topic.  

 

Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in 

question, demonstrating how it has developed and influenced society. 

Whatever the area of study, whatever the topic that fascinates the reader, the 

series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.  

 

Many of our Very Short Introductions have a complimentary Reading Guide, 

written by our authors. Whether you are part of a reading group wanting to 

discuss non-fiction books or you are eager to further your thinking on a Very 

Short Introduction, these reading guides, written by our expert authors, will 

provoke discussions and help you to question again, why you think what you 

think. Reading guides, if available, can be accessed from each Very Short 

Introduction product page.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We noted that there are now close to 700 books in the series and most of these 

are available at the Toronto Public Library (676 at last check) so availability 

shouldn't be an issue. 

 

You may already be familiar with the 'A Very Short Introduction" series but, 

if not, we would suggest checking the website for more information as well 

as the other links below.  

 

 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/10/16/how-to-be-a-know-it-all 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLJuSpKUSKc 

 

https://www.veryshortintroductions.com/browse?isQuickSearch=true&page

Size=100&sort=titlesort 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Very_Short_Introductions 

 

 

The following is a list of various categories on offer as well a sampling of 

some of the many titles on offer.  

 

Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/10/16/how-to-be-a-know-it-all
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLJuSpKUSKc
https://www.veryshortintroductions.com/browse?isQuickSearch=true&pageSize=100&sort=titlesort
https://www.veryshortintroductions.com/browse?isQuickSearch=true&pageSize=100&sort=titlesort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Very_Short_Introductions


 
 

 

A VERY SHORT INTRODUCTION 

CATEGORIES 

Arts and Humanities: 

• Archaeology 

• Architecture 

• Art 

• Biographical Studies 

• Byzantine Studies 

• Classical Studies 

• Egyptology 

• History 

• Journalism 

• Linguistics 

• Literature 

• Media Studies 

• Music 

• Performing Arts 

• Philosophy 

• Religion 

• Society and Culture 

 

Law: 

• Arbitration 

• Competition Law 

• Criminal Law 

• EU Law 

• Family Law 

• History of Law 

• Human Rights and Immigration 

• Intellectual Property Law 

• International Law 

• Jurisprudence and Philosophy of Law 

• Legal System and Practice 

• Medical and Healthcare Law 

• Policing 

 

 

 

 

Medicine and Health: 

• Allied Health Professions 

• Anaesthetics 

• Clinical Medicine 

• History of Medicine 

• Pathology 

• Pharmacology 

• Preclinical Medicine 

• Psychiatry 

• Public Health and Epidemiology 

 

Science and Mathematics: 

• Biological Sciences 

• Chemistry 

• Computer Science 

• Computing 

• Earth Sciences and Geography 

• Engineering and Technology 

• Environmental Science 

• History of Science and Technology 

• Materials Science 

• Mathematics 

• Neuroscience 

• Physics 

• Psychology 

 

Social Sciences: 

• Anthropology 

• Business and Management 

• Criminology and Criminal Justice 

• Economics 

• Education 

• Environment 

• Human Geography 

• Politics 

• Research and Information 

• Social Work 

• Sociology 

• Warfare and Defence 

 

 



Herodotus: a very short introduction, Roberts, Jennifer Tolbert, 2011, 123 

pages: 

Summary: 

Herodotus has come to be respected by most scholars as a responsible and 

important historian. Herodotus was both a critical thinker and a lively 

storyteller, a traveller who was both tourist and anthropologist. Like Homer, 

he set out to memorialize great deeds in words; more narrowly, he determined 

to discover the causes of the wars between Greece and Persia and to explain 

them to his fellow Greeks. In his hands, the Greeks' unforeseeable defeat of 

the Persian kings Darius and Xerxes, with their vast hosts, made for 

fascinating storytelling. Influenced by the work of the natural scientists and 

philosophers of his own and earlier eras, Herodotus also brought his literary 

talents to bear on a vast, unruly mass of information gathered from many 

interviews throughout his travels and left behind him the longest work that 

had ever been written in Greek - the first work of history, and one which 

continues to be read with enjoyment today. Roberts introduces readers to what 

little is known of Herodotus's life and goes on to discuss all aspects of his 

work, including his fascination with his origins; his travels; his view of the 

world in relation to boundaries and their transgressions; and his interest in 

seeing the world and learning about non-Greek civilizations. We also explore 

the recurring themes of his work, his beliefs in dreams, oracles, and omens, 

the prominence of women in his work, and his account of the battles of the 

Persian Wars. 

Judaism: a very short introduction, Solomon, Norman, 1933- , 2014, 151 

pages: 

Summary: 

Norman Solomon's succinct book is an ideal introduction to Judaism as a 

religion and way of life. Demonstrating the diverse nature and ethnic origin 

of those with the Jewish faith, Solomon explores how the Jewish religion has 

developed in the 2,000 years since the days of the Bible. This Very Short 

Introduction starts by outlining the basics of practical Judaism - its festivals, 

prayers, customs, and various sects - and goes on to consider how Judaism has 

responded to, and dealt with, a number of key issues and debates, including 

the impact of the Holocaust and the establishment of the State of Israel. In this 

new edition, Solomon considers issues of contemporary Judaism in the twenty 

first century. 

https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=4289145188
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=4288876494


Nuclear weapons: a very short introduction, Siracusa, Joseph M., 

2015, 127 pages: 

Summary: 

Despite not having been used in anger since Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the 

atomic bomb is still the biggest threat that faces us in the 21st century. As Bill 

Clinton's first secretary of defence, Les Aspin, aptly put it: "The Cold War is 

over, the Soviet Union is no more. But the post-Cold War world is decidedly 

not post-nuclear". For all the effort to reduce nuclear stockpiles to zero, it 

seems that the bomb is here to stay. This Very Short Introduction reveals why. 

The history and politics of the bomb are explained: from the technology of 

nuclear weapons, to the revolutionary implications of the H-bomb, and the 

politics of nuclear deterrence. The issues are set against a backdrop of the 

changing international landscape, from the early days of development through 

the Cold War. In this new edition, Joseph M. Siracusa includes a new 

concluding chapter, moving away from the emphasis of nuclear weapons in 

the "age of terrorism", to the significant lessons to be learnt from the history 

of the nuclear weapons era. Siracusa shows that because 21st century nuclear 

proliferation has deep roots in the past, an understanding of the lessons of this 

nuclear history is paramount for future global policies to be successful. 

 

Rastafari: a very short introduction, Edmonds, Ennis Barrington. 2012, 

140 pages 

Summary: 

From its obscure beginnings in Jamaica in the early 1930s, Rastafari has 

grown into an international socio-religious movement. It is estimated that 

700,000 to 1 million people worldwide have embraced Rastafari, and 

adherents of the movement can be found in most of the major population 

centres and many outposts of the world. Rastafari: A Very Short Introduction 

provides an account of this widespread but often poorly understood 

movement. Ennis B. Edmonds looks at the essential history of Rastafari, 

including its principles and practices and its internal character and 

configuration. He examines its global spread, and its far-reaching influence 

on cultural and artistic production in the Caribbean and beyond. 

 

https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=4294440541
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=4292735630


The Earth: a very short introduction, Redfern, Martin. 2003, 144 pages: 

Summary: 

For generations, the ground beneath the feet of our ancestors seemed solid and 

unchanging. Around 30 years ago, two things happened that were to 

revolutionize the understanding of our home planet. First, geologists realized 

that the continents themselves were drifting across the surface of the globe 

and that oceans were being created and destroyed. Secondly, pictures of the 

entire planet were returned from space. As the astronomer Fred Hoyle had 

predicted, this 'let loose an idea as powerful as any in history'. Suddenly, the 

Earth began to be viewed as a single entity; a dynamic, interacting whole, 

controlled by complex processes we scarcely understood. It began to seem 

less solid. As one astronaut put it, 'a blue jewel on black velvet; small, fragile 

and touchingly alone'. Geologists at last were able to see the whole as well as 

the detail; the wood as well as the trees.  This book brings their account up to 

date with the latest understanding of the processes that govern our planet. 

 

Nelson Mandela: a very short introduction, Boehmer, Elleke, 2008, 204 

pages  

 

Summary 

 

This book explores Nelson Mandela's personal development as well as his 

public activism, from his childhood as a member of the Thembu royal house 

through his emergence in the 1950s as a nationalist celebrity, his martyrdom 

in prison and, finally, his contemporary canonization as a transnational icon 

of liberal democracy. Though primarily a political biography which will 

concern itself with Mandela's role as an historical actor, this book also looks 

at the effects of political myth. Tom Lodge explored the different ways in 

which Nelson Mandela's life has been interpreted and the effects of his 

leadership on the making of modern South Africa, and, more generally, his 

importance as an exemplary modern-day hero. 

 

https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=4294543016
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/search.jsp?N=4289096903
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